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ABSTRACT 

The Lewis Family-Old Catholic Cemetery in Sweet 
Springs, West Virginia was archaeologica lly investigated 
during a five-day period in June, 1990 . The investigation 
was a continuation of archaeologica l research and 
restoration activities begun at the cemetery in 198 8 
(Robinson 1988 a; 198 8 b). Objectives of the archaeological 
investigation were (1) to confirm the locations of the 
graves of Letitia Preston Floyd (1779-18 52) and her husband , 
John Floyd (178 3 -18 3 7 ) ,  former governor of Virginia, and (2) 
to locate and document marked and unmarked graves in the 
Lewis Family Cemetery. 

Archaeologica l investigation of the area around the 
Gov. Floyd grave revealed that the marker on his grave , 
which was constructed in the early twentieth century, was 
incorrectly placed several feet off the center of his grave. 
The grave pit was archaeologically located and the marker 
was moved to its correct position over the center of his 
grave. 

Evidence from the excavations strengthened the 
interpretation that an unmarked grave on the south side of 
Gov. Floyd's grave is that of his wife, Letitia Preston 
Floyd. A marker for Letitia Preston Floyd was constructed on 
this grave by a Parish member after completion of the 
archaeological investigation. 

S ix unmarked g raves were located in the vicinity of the 
John Floyd and John Lewis graves. By matching grave marker 
bases found in their original locations with pieces of 
broken grave markers scattered about the cemetery, two of 
the unmarked graves were identified as belonging to members 
of the Lewis family. Two other graves, outlined in stones, 
were found in an area south of the Letiti a  Preston Floyd 
grave. Many more unmarked graves are present within parts of 
the Lewis Family cemetery not yet investigated. 

Fifty-two marked graves within the privately-owned 
Lewis Family Cemetery were mapped and 25 unmarked graves 
were documented. A composite map incorporating the results 
of the 198 8 and 1990 documentation of the Lewis Family and 
Old Catholic Cemeteries was prepared. An inventory of 
headstone name inscriptions was compiled, keyed to the 
cemetery map. A tota l of 16 5 marked and unmarked graves have 
now been documented within the two parts of the cemetery. 
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ABS TRACT (cont inued) 

Ma i ntenance work was conducted by volunteers within 
the cemetery while t he archaeological investigation was 
taking place . Veget a t i on was cut and volunteers placed 
numbered concrete blocks on unmarked graves found i n  1988 in 
the Old Catholic Cemetery. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

For several years the Monroe County Catholic Parish has 
been involved in the re storation of St. Johns Catholic 
Church and the documentation and restoration of the Old 
Catholic-Le wis Family Cemete ry in Swe e t  Springs , West 
Virginia. The cemete ry is a historical site of considerable 
interest and importance and it is the focus of this report. 

The oldest part of the cemetery which dates from around 
1800 is the family burial plot for the Lewis family , 
original owne rs of the e state on which the ceme tery is 
located. This portion of the cemete ry today is owned by 
descendants of the Lewis family. The Old Catholic Cemetery , 
which is adjacent to the f amily plot , is owne d by the 
Catholic Church , and contains the graves of many Irish 
Catholics , and their descendants , who lived in the vicinity 
of Swee t  Springs in the late-nine te enth and early-twentieth 
ce nturies. 

This re port describ e s  an archaeological investigation 
that was undertaken at the Le wis Family Cemetery in 1990 as 
part of the cemetery restoration project. This was the 
second phase of archaeological documentation conducted at 
the cemetery. The first e f fort was conducted in Octobe r ,  
1988 , unde r the direction of archaeologist Kenneth Robinson. 
A map of unmarked and marked graves in the Old Catholic 
Cemetery was prepared and , within the Le wis Family Ce me tery , 
an effort was made to l ocate the unmarked grave of Letitia 
Preston Floyd. She was b e lieved to be buried next to the 
grave of he r husband , John Floyd , a former governor of 
Virginia. The results of these investigations were 
summarized in two re ports submitted to the Monroe County 
Catholic Parish (Robinson 1988a , 1988b). 

In June of 1990 , the Parish continued with the 
archaeological investigations of the cemetery , focusing 
efforts on the inve stigation of the Letitia Pre ston Floyd 
and Gov. John Floyd graves. The major objective of the 1990 
investigation was to confirm the locations of the two g raves 
so that Gov. Floyd's grave marker could be correctly placed 
over his grave and a marker could be constructed over the 
unmarked grave of Letitia Preston Floyd. Othe r  objectives 
were to map the marked grave s within the Le wis Family 
Ceme tery and also to be gin to locate the unmarke d graves in 
the cemetery. Five and one-half days of field inve stigation 
took place and a great deal of work was accomplished. 

This report describes the work conducted during the 
1990 archae ological inve stigation and provide s a summary of 
the results of both the 1988 and 1990 investigations. 
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II. SETTING AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Se t t ing 

Swe e t  Springs is a small rural crossroads locat ed in 
Monroe County ,  We st Virginia , in the southeaste rn part of 
the stat e , less than a mile from the West Virginia-Virginia 
borde r. The t own is approximately 20 miles from Union , West 
Virginia , t he Monroe County se at , and 25 miles from Whit e 
Sulphur Springs , West Virginia. Swe e t  Springs is 
approximately 50 road mile s west of Roanoke, Virginia. 

Southeaste rn West Virginia is part of the mountainous 
ridge-and-val ley re gion of t he Appalachian Mountains. Long 
l ine ar mountain ridge s e xt e nd through the area in a 
southwe st -northeast direct ion. Swe e t  Springs is located on 
the west side of Pe t ers Mountain , a large ridge that is part 
of t he divide be twe e n  t he stat e s  of West Virginia and 
Virginia. 

The re gion is historically famous for its natural 
springs. Swe e t  Springs t akes its name from a numbe r of 
springs in the vicinity ,  including one that is locat ed only 
a few hundred fe e t  from t he Old Catholic-Le wis Family 
Ceme t e ry. These springs produce an unusually clear and 
tasteful wat er. Swe e t  Springs and othe r natural springs in 
the region became popular wit h  members of the Virginia 
aristocracy in the lat e -eighte e nth and early-nine t e enth 
century. Seve ral of the springs , including Swee t  and Salt 
Sulphur Springs in Monroe Count y ,  and White Sulphur Spring 
(The Gre enbrier) and Red Swe e t  Spring (Chalybeate) located 
only a few miles distant , we re developed as re sorts and 
oft en host e d  prominent members of the Virginia social se t. 
Not e s  one e arly write r ,  "The whole circuit could b e  made in 
less than 170 miles. But one HAD (original emphasis) to be 
at t he Swe e t  for the last we e k  in August and the first we e k  
in Sept e mbe r" (Fishwick 1978, cited in Winte r  1983 ). 

Guests who visit e d  the springs around the turn of the 
nine t e enth century were housed in log cabins. During t he 
first half of t he nine t e enth century , elaborat e 
accommodations were built at several of the springs for the 
wealth y  visitors. One prominent resort was constructed at 
Swe e t  Chalybeate about t wo miles down the road from the 
Lewis family e state and ceme t e ry. 

The springs at t ract ed visitors throughout t he 
nine t e e nth century but t he springs had lost much of their 
attraction by the t wentieth century, and the tourism 
indust ry declined. Today , however ,  Swe e t  Springs is again 
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building a national reputation , not as a re sort spring , but 
as the source of the popular "Quibe ll" brand of mine ral 
water. This wat er is act ually collect e d  from a spring on the 
old Lewis family e stat e , near the ceme t e ry. 

The Lewis Family and 
The Lynnside Estate at Swe e t  Springs 

Shortly after the Revolutionary War , William Lewis 
(1724-1811) acquired an large estate in the mountains of 
we stern Virginia around Swee t  Springs. This estate of 
several thousand acres was certainly one of the larger 
holdings in the region. H e  built a family home near the 
spring and soon began to deve lop t he area into a resort , 
using t he springs of the region as an at traction. Smal l 
cabins were se t up to accommodate visitors to the springs 
prior t o  1800. He even at tempted to e st ablish a small resort 
town near his horne at Swee t  Springs by selling off small 
1/2-acre lot s ,  but the re is no evide nce this development 
succe eded (Frazier e t  al 1985: 65). William eventuallY was 
married to Ann Mon tgome ry. Both husband and wife were buried 
in the Lewis Family Ceme tery on the hilltop behind their 
home at Swee t  Springs. 

William Le wis' son , John Le wis (1758-1823 ) ,  assisted 
his father in developing Swe e t  Springs as a resort and t ook 
ove r the e st ate after his father's death. H is large st 
deve lopme nt was only a couple of miles from his home at 
Swe e t  Springs and this re sort in particular at t ract ed many 
visitors. The main building is re ported to have been 
designed by Thomas Jefferson lat e  in his life (Win ter 1983 ). 
The resort was visited by many famous p e ople , including 
preside nts , during the nine teenth ce nt ury (Winter 1983 ). 
(The resort has in recen t  history functioned as the Andrew 
Rowan home , owned by the state ). 

John Le wis had se rved in t he Revolutionary War , 
achieved the rank of Major, and had ext e nsive con tacts 
throughout Virginia. The inscrip tion on his grave marker 
notes t hat he was an officer under George Washington in the 
bat t les at Brandywine and Monmouth , and t hat he spe n t  t he 
winter of 1777 at Valley Forge . It is re porte d  that he was 
personal friends with George Washington and Andrew Jackson 
(Frazier e t  al 1985:200). In 1793 , John Le wis marrie d his 
second wife , Mary Preston ( die d 1821). Both were buried in 
the Le wis Family Ce me t e ry at Swe e t  Springs. 

I t  is through the union of John Lewis and Mary Preston 
that t wo importan t persons enter the pict ure at Swe e t  
Springs (Winter 1983 , 1986 and 1990a). Mary Preston ' s  
siste r, Le tit ia Preston , was the wife of John Floyd ( 1783 -
183 7) , who served two terms as Virginia's governor (from 
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1831-35) . I t  is reported that Governor Floyd was visiting 
Swe et Springs whe n  he took ill and die d .  He was buried in 
the Lewis Family Ce mete ry at Swe et Springs and his wife was 
buried next to him. 

The marriage of John Floyd and Le titia Pre ston produc ed 
several c h ildre n .  A son , John Buchanan Floyd , became 
governor of Virginia (1850 -53 ). But it is a daughte r ,  
Le titia Preston Floyd , who figures promine ntly in the story 
of Sweet Springs and the Catholic Churc h . Letitia Preston 
Floyd married William Lynn Le wis (1799- 186 9) , a third 
gene ration me mber of the Le wis family , the son of John Le wis 
and Mary Preston. This union provide d  another strong bond 
between the Lewis and Floyd families .  

Le titia Preston Floyd Lewis had c on ve rted to 
Catholi cism during her late te ens and fostere d the 
assoc iation of the Le wis family with the Catholic church , an 
association that ultimately led to the e stablishment of the 
Catholic Ce me te ry next to the Lewis Family Ce mete ry and, in 
the 1850s , the building of St. Johns Chape l at Swe et 
Springs. It appears that her brothers and sisters also were 
Catholic c onve rts . Her mothe r ,  Letitia Preston , wife of Gov . 
John Floyd , also c onve rte d late in her life . 

In the 1840s, William Lynn Lewis c on structed a 
magnific ent house on the Lewis family e state at Swe et 
Springs . The house and e state was c alled "Lynnside ". 
William and Le titia managed Lynnside for most of the mid­
nineteenth c e ntury , and lived in the be autiful two-story 
home the y had c onstructed on the property . The abandoned 
house is still standing on the estate today , although a fire 
in the early-twe ntieth century burned the se c ond story and 
the surviving house is only one -story tall. Both Le titia 
Preston Floyd Le wis and William Lynn Lewis are buried in the 
Lewis Family Ce mete ry behind Lynnside . 

Lewis Family and Old Catholic Cemeteries 

The Le wis Family and Old Catholic Ce me teries are a part 
of Lynnside , the Lewis family e state (Winter 1986 ). The 
cemeteries are actually two separately owned parts of a 
combined c e me te ry that is l oc ate d on a high hilltop behind 
the house at Lynnside ( Figure 1). The c e me te ry starte d out 
as the family plot for the Le wis family . The earliest 
gravestone now e xisting bears the date of 1800 , but it is 
possible earlie r unmarked grave s are pre se nt in the 
cemete ry. 

The family se ction , the older part of the cemetery , is 
located on the e ast-facing slope of the hill. The grave s of 
most members of the Lewis family and its desc ende nts are 
concentrated within a relatively level te rrac e on the 
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east ern sl ope (Figure 1 ) .  This section of t he ceme t ery is 
prese n t l y  owned by Mrs. Jack (Lynn) Spe l l man , a descendent 
of the Lewis family. 

In t he 1870s, the h i ghest part of t he hil l above the 
Le wis Family Ceme t e ry was purchased by t he Catholic Church 
for use as a burial ground for me mbers of the St. Johns 
Church locat ed in Swee t  Springs (Winter 1986). The Parish 
was comprised of many I rish immigrants and their families ,  
many of whom were workers on t he rail road as it was being 
built t hrough t he region. Distinct l y  Irish names such as 
Kelly , Moriarty ,  Callaghan, Lee hy, and Leary are among t hose 
inscribed on headstones in t he Old Catholic Ceme t e ry. 

Ove r  t he last 100 ye ars, even thoug h  t he famil y plot 
and the Cathol ic section we re separate l y  owned, distinct ion 
be tween the two ceme t e ries has not be e n  st rict l y  maintained. 
There i s  no fe nce or boundary marker se paratin g  the t wo 
parts of the ceme t e ry, although the pat t e rn of grave 
l ocations re fl ects t he t wo parts. The Le wis family port ion 
of the ceme te ry n ow contains the graves of many de scendants 
of the I rish families and t he Catholic Ceme t e ry may con tain 
famil y  members and non-Catholics. 
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III. PROJECT OBJECT IVES AND INVEST IGAT IVE METHODS 

Objectives 

The 1990 archaeological investigation was a 
continuation of investigations began at the cemetery in 
1988. The reader should consult with the reports of the 1988 
investigations (Robinson 1988a , 1988b) since the results of 
those inve stigation have a bearing on the 1990 project 
obj ective s and re sults. 

The main objectives of this year's inve stigation we re: 

( l) to investigate the are a beneath Gov. John 
Floyd's marker to be tte r determine whether 
his marker was correctly or incorre ctly 
placed; 

( 2) to investigate additional areas around the Gov. 
Floyd marke r to obtain evidence that might 
support the 1988 archaeological interpretation that 
Le titia Pre ston Floyd's grave is beside that of he r 
husband; 

(3) to move Gov. John Floyd's marker to its correct 
location if archaeological evidence confirmed 
it to be incorrectly placed; 

(4) to record the locations of marke d  graves 
within the Le wis Family portion of the cemetery; 

(5) to begin to identify unmarked graves within the 
Lewis Family cemetery; 

(6) and , to prepare a written report of the results of 
the investigation. 

Documentation and Field Me thods 

A variety of methods were use d during the course of 
this investigation. 

Existing grave markers we re docume nte d in several ways . 
The location of each grave was mapped ,  e ach marker was 
photographed and all of the information written on the 
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heads tone s was recorde d. I nformation about the s tyle and 
de sign of the marke rs and the mate rials from which the y we re 
made als o was recorded. Mapping of the ceme te ry was 
accomplis hed by e s tablis hing bas e line s and datum points 
within the ce me te ry, and meas uring and triangulating marke r 
locations from the s e  refe rence points . The r e s ulting map is 
attache d  to this report as Appendix 1. 

The archaeological excavations we re conducted only 
within limite d areas of the s ite ( s e e  Appendix 1). The 
excavations rarely extended any de e pe r  than 10 inche s ,  the 
only e xce ption being the excavation around the concre te slab 
marke r as s ociate d with Gov. John Floyd' s grave . It should be 
emphas ized that the purpose of the archaeological excavation 
was simply to locate g rave pits and marke rs; no attempt was 
made to excavate or exhume any human remains. 

De tection of grave pits was accomplished by s tripping 
away ground vege tation and topsoil to expos e  change s in soil 
color and texture. Grave pits were us ually vis ible as areas 
of mottled orange, yellow and brown earth, which results 
from the mixing of the various color s of clays and s ilts 
that we re us ed to refill the grave at the time of burial. 
The e dge s of the grave pits we re some time s dis tinctly 
visible due to the contras t be twee n  the grave fill and 
natural s ubsoil. 

Excavations we re conducted mos tly with hand tools such 
as shovels, mattocks and trowels. Excavation areas we re 
marked prior to the excavation and the precis e locations of 
the excavated areas we re mapped and recorded in orde r to 
maintain pe rmanent record of whe re the excavations we re 
conducted. 

A backhoe was us ed to s crape s e ve ral 12-inch wide 
trenche s acros s parts of the ceme te ry (Appendix 1). This 
me thod had proven to be ve ry us eful in exposing the outline s 
of grave s during the inve s tigation of the Old Catholic 
Ceme te ry in 1988. Howeve r, the conditions i n  the Lewis 
Family Ceme te ry we re diffe rent. The topsoil was more var ied 
in color and texture due to fill placed in slumped grave 
pits , ove rlapping and clos e ly excavated grave s, and the fact 
that grave s in the Lewis Family Ceme te ry show up le s s  
distinctly in the ground becaus e of their old age. The 
narrow trenche s did not provide ade quate s pace to 
confidently define grave pits . Widening of the trenche s 
would have be e n  nece s sary to confidently identify grave s and 
the re was not enough time in this year' s inve s tigation to 
accomplis h  thi s. The refore, the backhoe t renche s we r e  of 
limite d use in this year' s inve s tigation. 

Probing also was us ed to locate grave s .  Thre e  diffe rent 
type s of probe s we re us ed. The prefe r red tool was a long , 
thin , me tal rod (commonly called a tile - probe or pipeline-
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probe). Undis turbed s oils generally are hard and resis tant 
to probing while s oils used to backfill grave pits are 
us ually s ofter , al lowing the rod to s ink more easily into 
the grave pit. Thus, it is pos sible to feel the difference 
between undi s turbed soil and the dis turbed areas where grave 
pits have been dug. I t  was sometimes even pos s ible to detect 
the edge of grave pits using this method. 

A 4-inch-diameter bucket auger and an 1 / 2-inch-diameter 
soil probe als o were used occasionally to collect s amples of 
subsurface s oils .  These allowed the inves tigator to vis ually 
examine s oil color and texture ,  which was useful for 
confirming the results of probing. 

The relocation of Gov. John Floyd's marker was 
accomplis hed with the aid of a tractor-mounted backhoe­
front-end loader (Figures 2-6 ) .  The backhoe was used to 
excavate the fill from around the bas e  of the exis ting 
concrete box marker and to dig a hol e  at t he new location. 
The backhoe arm also was used to lift and move the concrete 
box that formed the base for the marker. The front-end 
loader was used to backfill the excavated areas. 
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IV. INVESTIGATION OF LETITIA PRESTON FLOYD AND 
GOV. JOHN FLOYD GRAVES 

The marked grave of Gov. John Floyd i s  one of the most 
promi nent i n  the ce me te ry (Fi gure 5 ). One goal of the 
Parish ' s  ce mete ry restoration effort has been to determine 
whethe r the grave of Let i t i a  Preston Floyd, wife of Governor 
John Floyd , i s  located bes i de that of he r husband . Local 
tradition has long held that she was , bu t no marke r i s  
present to confirm the location. 

Le ti tia Pre ston Floyd i s  a si gnifi cant hi stori cal 
fi gure i n  her own ri ght (see di scussi on i n  previous 
secti on). She was a me mbe r of a promi nent Virg i n i a  family ,  
an educator of note, the wife of a V i rginia governor (John 
Floyd), the mother of another Virginia governor (John 
Buchanan Floyd ) ,  the mother of othe r children who assumed 
important roles in family and community affai rs, and a 
convert to Catholi cism who had a part i n the growth and 
development of what i s  now the Monroe County Catholi c  
Pari sh. To give recogniti on t o  her accompli shments, the 
Pari sh has be en planni ng to mark her grave ( Winter 1990 ). 

In 198 8 , the area to the south and west of Governor 
Floyd' s marke r was archaeologically excavate d to determine 
i f  Leti tia Floyd ' s  grave might be i dent i f i ed (Robinson' 
1988 b). Two grave p i ts were located wi th i n  the excavate d 
area. Both graves we re s i m i larly outl i ned with stones and 
the i r  proximity , similar s i ze ,  and si milar condition seemed 
to i ndicate they were re lated, and that they were the graves 
of Mr. and Mrs. Floyd. 

The northernmost grave pit, only partially covered by 
the Gov. John Floyd marker, was i nterpreted to be Gov. 
Floyd' s grave. It appeared that the marke r ,  a concrete slab 
constructed and placed on the grave in the 193 0 s, was not 
centered over the grave i t  was i ntende d to mark. Despite the 
incorrect positi oning of the marker ,  there was li ttle doubt 
that the grave parti ally u nder i t  was that of Gov. John 
Floyd since fami ly members distinctly remember be ing told 
that this was the locati on of h i s  grave. Also, the grave is 
located i n  the north s i de of a fenced plot that used to 
surround the Floyd graves. The fence was removed in October ,  
1984. 

The second grave , located on the south side of Gov. 
Floyd's grave , was i nte rprete d to be that of Leti tia Preston 
Floyd. This i nterpretati on was basically i nferential, based 
on the grave ' s proximity to Gov. Floyd' s grave , the fact 
that the stone outline around the grave pit matched that of 
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the Gov. Floyd grave, and the locati on of the grave within 
the fence d plot that was torn down in 198 4. Als o, many 
fami ly members had recollecti ons of being told that Letitia 
Pre ston Floyd was buried by the s ide of her husband. 

Although the ci rcumstantial evi dence for i dentifyi ng 
the two grave s as those of Gov . Floyd and Leti tia Pre s ton 
Floyd was very s trong (Robins on 1988 b), before this 
interpre tati on could be complete ly acce pted i t  was felt it 
would be prudent to i nve s t i gate the area around and north of 
Gov . Floyd' s marke r to make sure that there was no 
confli cting archaeological evi dence. Thi s was e s pe cially 
important s ince plans were to move the Gov. Floyd marker to 
i ts correct location and to construct a new marker over the 
grave of Leti tia Pre s ton Floyd. 

Therefore, when re turning to the cemete ry in 1 990 to 
conti nue with the archaeological inve stigat i on, the area 
around the Gov. Floyd marker (and around the John Le wi s 
marker whi ch is next to the Floyd marker) was 
archaeologi cally excavated to gather addi tional data to te s t  
the interpre tat i ons about the location of the two Floyd 
grave s (for location s e e  Appendix 1 and Figure 6). 

Gov. John Floyd Grave 

Descript ion and locat i on i n  ceme tery : The grave of Gov. John 
Floyd (d. 18 37) is one of the most prominently marked grave s 
in the cemetery. I t  is located in the center of the Le wi s 
Fami ly cemete ry, next to and in line with the grave s of the 
various members of the John Le wis fami ly (Figure s 6 and 7). 
The grave used to be in the north s i de of a fenced plot. The 
fencing was torn down in 1984, but photographs s howing the 
confi guration of the plot survive (on file with Father 
Winter, Monroe County Catholic Parish) and the fence pos t  
hole s were documente d i n  the 1988 excavati on (Robinson 
1988 b). 

The grave of Gov. John Floyd is pre s e ntly marked wi th a 
flat concrete s lab set at ground level (Figure 5 ). The s lab 
marke r, measuring 3x6 feet, by 10 inche s thi ck, re sts on a 
rectangular concrete box that also measure s 3x6 fe e t  
(Figure s 2 and 3). The box extends 3 fe et into the ground. 
The confi gurati on of the s lab marker and box foundation is 
s i milar to a box tomb. However, the subsurface box i n  thi s  
cas e  neve r served as a tomb s ince the concrete box and s lab 
marker were placed on Gov . Floyd ' s  grave s omet i me in the 
1930 s or early 1940 s ( B e n  Schumaker, personal 
communicati on), nearly 10 0 years after John Floyd was 
buried . The box foundati on s e rve s only to support the 
concrete s lab l i d .  The marker was built at the reque s t  of 
Corali e  Floyd Lewis ( 18 8 1- 1964), who lived at Lynns i de and 
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made conside rable efforts ove r the years to maintain and 
improve the ceme te ry. The s lab marker may have re placed an 
earlier marker, although no evidence of the earlie r marker 
has been found. The concre te s lab marker be ars the 
inscription: 

GOV. JOHN FLOYD 
TWICE GOVERNOR OF 

V IRGIN IA 
AN APOSTLE OF SECESSION 

AND THE FATHER OF 
THE OREGON COUNTRY 
DIED AUG. 21 , 1837 

Excavat ion of fill ins i de box founda t ion :  To be gin the 
excavation , the concre te lid of the marke r was remove d by 
s liding it to the side . The box foundation was found to be 
filled with e arth and s tone. The fill was carefully 
excavated. The box tomb was put in place in the 1930 s ,  over 
100 years after Governor Floyd was burie d ,  s o  it was not 
expecte d that any human remains would be encountered within 
the interior of the box , and none were found. 

The concre te box was found to e xtend to a depth of 
approximately 3 fe e t  (Figure s 2 and 3). Thre e dis tinct zone s 
of fill were found inside the box. The top s ix inche s of 
fill consis ted of loos e , earthen fill , which hous ed a 
mas s ive ant colony. Beneath this was a thick layer of brown 
clayey e arth. Fill near the bottom of the box was composed 
of clay and large chunks of rock s imilar to thos e that were 
found outlining the two grave s pre s umed to be those of 
Le titia and John Floyd. Apparently , during cons truction of 
the marker ,  when the hole was e xcavate d to accommodate the 
box foundation, the oval of s tone s outlining the John Floyd 
grave was partially dismantled. The person excavating the 
hole may not have even known that the grave was outlined 
with s tone s .  Consequently, s e ve ral of the s tone s were 
displaced and , after the box was cons tructe d ,  the s tone s and 
excavate d earth were us ed to re fill the concre te box. 

Bene ath the fill at the bottom of the concre te box , at 
a depth of about 3 fe e t, a hard , flat claye y s urface , was 
encountered. Clos e examination of the clay revealed the 
s traight edge of a grave pit. The pit edge appears as a 
s traight line , running paralle l  to the north s ide of the 
box , with different colored s oils on either s ide. Clay on 
the north s ide of the line is ye llow-orange in color; that 
on the s outh s ide is reddish. This line is inte rpre ted to be 
the south edge of a grave pit in which John Lewis and his 
wife were buried. Their marke r is als o  a s lab lying at the 
surface of the ground . It is located imme diately adj acent to 
the north s ide of Gov. John Floyd' s marker. 
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Probing (with a thin , me tal rod) north o f  the pit edge , 
wi thin what i s  i nterpre ted to be the Le w i s  grave , indicated 
the grave fill e xt e nds at least t hree fe e t  belo w  the base of 
the co ncre te box. Thi s  places the bo t t o m  o f  the Le wi s grave 
at approx i mately five fe e t  be low surface . This depth i s  
certainly ade quate for a grave pit . 

Probing o f  t he so i l  south of the edge o f  the grave pit , 
in about t he middle o f  the Floyd fo undat i on box, o nly 
reached a de pt h o f  o ne fo o t. Probing o f  the are a along the 
south side o f  the box foundation re ached slight ly de eper , t o  
about 1. 5 fe e t .  This suggests the grave pit slopes downward 
from north t o  south , t o ward the center o f  the grave pit 
inte rpre ted t o  belong t o  Gov. John Floyd. This confirms the 
observat i o n that the Flo yd marke r was incorrectly posit i oned 
over the nort h e ast edge of Gov. Floyd' s grave . 

The probing see ms to i ndicate the Gov. Floyd grave pit 
has a depth o f  o nly about 3. 5 fee t .  This see ms shallow for a 
grave. The shallo w probes could have be en due to the fact 
that probing t o o k  place within the e aste rn end of the grave 
pit wh i ch wo uld be slight ly higher t han the center of the 
grave pit. Howeve r ,  probing in the grave pit o n  the so uth 
side of the box foundatio n indicated the same depths. 
Probi ng within the presumed grave of Le t it ia Prest o n  Floyd 
reached a similar dept h of 3. 5 t o  4 fe e t  below ground 
surface. 

Tho ugh the appare nt depths o f  the graves are shallow, 
3. 5 to 4 fe e t  would have be en suff i cient to bury a body. 
The graves originally may have been dug t o  a shallow de pth. 
Ano ther more likely possibility is that fill within these 
graves ,  which are so me o f  the o ldest in the ceme t ery ,  has 
co mpact ed to the point that probing do e s  no t easily i ndicate 
the actual de pth o f  the grave . What eve r  the case , the fact 
that bo t h  graves have a similar depth he lps t o  confirm t heir 
re l ationship, which in turn supports the i nt e rpre tation that 
the graves are those of Go v. John and his wife, Le tit i a  
Preston Flo yd. 

In summary, excavat io n  wi t h i n  t he concre te box 
foundation o f  the Gov. Jo hn Floyd marker sho wed that the box 
overlapped the no rtheast edge of a grave pit t hat has be en 
i nterpre ted to be the grave of Gov. Floyd. Also , the edge of 
ano ther grave pit extend i ng t o  the north , und er the extant 
John Lewis marke r, was fo und. This i s  interpre ted to be the 
grave of Jo hn Le w i s  and his wife. No archaeo logical evidence 
was found t hat wo uld invalidate the int erpre t at ions about 
the locat io ns of t he Gov. Floyd and Le titia Preston Floyd 
graves. 

Relocat ing the box foundat ion and marker: Aft e r  the inside 
of the concre t e  box was excavat e d  and document ed , effo rts 
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were directed to moving the Floyd marker to its cor rect 
position over the grave (Figures 2- 5 ). Fir s t, the location 
of Governor Floyd' s grave , as determined in the 1988 
excavation, was marked accurately in the ground. Then the 
soil from the top part of the grave was s craped out with a 
backhoe to a depth of about 3. 5 feet , jus t  enough to 
accommodate the concrete box. The excavated area measured 
about 8 by 6 feet (Figure 5 ). The soil taken from the grave 
pit location was mottled in color but no distinct edges of 
the grave pit were found. No cas ket remains or other burial 
evidence was found , which seems to indicate the backhoe 
excavation did not extend deep enough to dis turb the actual 
interment. Once the hole was dug , the s oil beneath it was 
probed. The probe indicated relatively s oft s oil extending 
at leas t another 2 . 5 feet below the bottom limit of the 
excavation. This indicates the grave pit has a minimum depth 
of at leas t 3. 5 to 4 feet below ground s urface, the same 
depth indicated by earlier probing. As s ugges ted above, 
compaction of soil may actually mas k the actual depth of the 
grave pit as determined by probing; the grave could be 
deeper than 4 feet. 

After the receiving hole was prepared , soil around the 
outside of the box foundation was excavated using both the 
backhoe and s hovels. Care was taken to excavate only as much 
soil as necessary to move the marker. About 1. 5 to 2 feet of 
earth from each s ide of the concrete box was removed. Once 
the earth was removed , chains were run beneath the ends of 
the concrete box , and these were attached to the backhoe 
bucket arm. The backhoe then lifted the box foundation and 
moved it to the correct position directly over the Gov. 
Floyd ' s grave pit. The new location, centered over the grave 
pit , was 4 feet wes t , and 2 feet north , of the original 
location. 

The concrete box was leveled with rocks and concrete 
blocks and fill was replaced around the box. The s ame earth 
and stone excavated from within the box was put back into 
the box. The concrete lid was then replaced. The overall 
appearance of the Gov. Floyd marker is es s entially the same 
as it was before being moved. However , the marker is now in 
it correct location , centered over the grave interpreted to 
be that of Governor John Floyd. 

Letitia Pres t on Floyd Grave 

The archaeological excavation within the box 
foundation of the Gov. Floyd marker , and subsequent 
excavati on on the north s ide of Gov. Floyd's grave 
(discus sed in detail in the next section of this report ) ,  
did not produce evidence that would diminish or invalidate 
the interpretation about the location of Letitia Preston 
Floyd' s grave. In fact , the new evidence , s pecifically the 
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definition of the Gov. F l o yd grave and the John Lewis (and 
wife) grave, only s trengthens the interpretatio n that her 
grave is the one on the s o uth s ide of the marked grave of 
her hus band. 

It might be as ked why the grave on the no rth s ide of 
Gov. Fl o yd's marker , the o ne under the John Lewis marker, 
coul d no t be that of Letitia. Of co urse, dis interment of the 
body woul d be one way to tel l fo r certain, but l acking that, 
there is o ther evidence that s eems to indicate o therwise. 
First , the grave to the no rth is not outl ined in s to nes and 
therefo re does not match Go v. Floyd ' s grave. Second, the 
grave l ies outs ide the fo rmer pl ot fence that once 
s urrounded the two g raves o utl ined in s to ne. The 
preponderance of the evidence wo uld suggest that the g r ave 
o f  Letitia Preston Fl oyd has been identified. 

The grave o f  Letitia Preston Fl oyd was not 
archaeo l ogical l y  excavated o r  expo sed during the 1990 
investigatio n, although the l ocation of the grave was marked 
precisel y with s takes. These l ater were used as guides for 
the pl acement and construction o f  a Letitia Preston Fl o yd 
marker. The marker was buil t s ubs equent to the 
archaeo l ogical inves tigation by Paris h  member Rich Mundel l .  
It is a s l ab marker, the s ame s ize and s tyl e as the Governo r 
Fl oyd marker, and it al s o  is made of concrete. However , no 
box foundatio n was buil t  to s uppo rt the s l ab , s o  there was 
no maj o r  disturbance o f  the gro und (o r s tone o utl ine marking 
the grave) bel ow the marker. Inscribed in the l id, in 
lettering simil ar to Go v. Fl o yd' s marker, is this 
inscriptio n :  

LETITIA PRESTON FLOYD 
WIFE OF GOVERNOR JOHN FLOYD JR. 

MOTHER OF GOV. JOHN BUCHANAN FLOYD 
AUTHOR AND EDUCATOR 
DIED DEC. 12, 1852 

An impo rtant goal o f  the archaeo l o gical and resto ration 
effo rt was thus achieved. The graves of John and Letitia 
Fl oyd have been located and precisel y marked with concrete 
s l ab markers. 
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V. INVESTIGATIONS NORTH OF JOHN LEWIS MARKER 

Des cr i pti on of John Lewi s Marker 

The marker of John Lewi s ,  whi ch actually marks the 
grave of both John Lewi s and h i s  wi fe, Mary Pres ton, i s  
located adj acent to the north s i de of the or i gi nal location 
of the Governor Floyd marker (Fi gures 5- 7 ). The Lewi s 
marker, which was made i n  1858, i s  the mos t  elaborate i n  the 
cemetery. It i s  a large s lab, made of whi te marble, wi th a 
lengthy i ns cr i ption carved i n  i ts face. Thi s  marker i s  par t  
of a clus ter of marker s tha t ma rk var i ous Lewi s fami ly 
members .  

The ma rble s lab marker, mea s ur i ng 6'-2" long by 3 feet 
wi de, i s  s et at ground level. It i s  presently cracked 
through the mi ddle, and the lower r i ght corner also has been 
broken. The marker has thi s  lengthy i ns cr i ption: 

Here lies the rema i ns of 
JOHN LEWIS 

Son of Wm Lewi s and Ann Montgomery 
who was born i n  Augus t 1 7 54, 

and died at the Swt. Spr i ngs June 8, 1823 
He was a man of noble na ture, s tern i ntegr i ty 

h i gh courage & pure patr i oti s m, and the fri end & 
fellow s old i er of Wa s hi ngton under whom 

as a Va. offi cer he fought bravely the battles 
of B randywi ne, Monmouth, and wi th whom 

he pas sed the wi nter of 1 7 7 7  at Valley Forge. 
He was the grandson of John Lewi s ,  the pi oneer 

of Augusta Co. and i n  h i s day & generati on did noble 
service i n  es tabli shi ng upon a s olid bases the Liber 
ties of the country he had contr i buted so largely i n  

rescuing from a savage foe. 
. 

Hi s w i fe Mary Pres ton who was born i n  1 7 7 6  & d i ed 
February 4, 1821 i s  here bur i ed by hi s s i de. 

Thi s  monument wa s erected i n  1858 by thei r de s een 
dants to commemorate thei r v i r tues :  & as a gra teful 
recogni tion of the mercy of God to the seed of the 

r i ghteous. 

The ins cr i ption tells u s  that both John Lewi s and h i s  w i fe 
are bur i ed beneath the marker. 

The John Lewi s marker res ts on a cement s lab that i s  
slightly larger than the marker, but only about 12 i nche s 
thi ck (Fi gure 5). It i s  not a box foundation li ke the one on 
the John Floyd grave. The concrete base i s  not or i ginal to 
the marker. It was cons tructed s ometi me i n  the early-
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twentieth century. It may have been constructed at the same 
time the Go v .  Floyd marker was constructed. 

Across the width o f  concrete base are the imprints of 
several bo ards that once were used as levelers for the 
marble slab. The bo ards have all rotted away, leaving the 
marble slab lying o n  an uneven, hard cement surface. A rim 
along the side of the base shows that the marble slab was 
cemented tight around its edges when the base was originally 
constructed .  M o st of the cement around the edges , 
fortunately, has bro ken away. Had it remained intact, the 
freezing o f  water in the crack aro und the cemented edge 
might have broken the marble slab into more pieces than it 
is currently. The marble slab was already cracked when it 
was placed o n  the concrete base, evidenced by the an imprint 
of the crack in the cement edge on the no rth side o f  the 
base. 

Excavations 

A small area north of the Lewis marker, and south of 
the cairn that marks the grave o f  William Lewis, contained 
no intact o r  upright headstones, altho ugh several fragments 
of headstones were found lying o n  the ground surface. Part 
of this area was archaeo lo g ically investigated to make sure 
there was no archaeological evidence that would conflict 
with the interpretatio ns about the locations of the John and 
Letitia F l o yd graves (Figures 6 and 7). Specifically, the 
investigatio n hoped to better understand the arrangement of 
grave pits in the vicinity of the Go v. John Floyd and John 
Lewis graves and to document unmarked graves that were 
believed to be in the area. 

An area measuring approximately 8 feet (north-south) 
by 16 feet (east-west) was archaeologically excavated on the 
north side o f  the John Lewis marker (Figures 6 and 7). 

Prior to excavation, the area was probed , with hopes 
that this would indicate where grave pits were located . 
Probing, however, did not prove to be very useful. It seems 
that the fill in the graves in this part o f  the cemetery , 
which are the o ldest graves in the cemetery, has compacted 
extremely tight over the last 150-175 years. It was very 
difficult, through pro bing, to distinguish between the 
compacted fill within grave pits and the natural subsoil 
surrounding the graves. This was surprizing because pro bing 
had been a very useful method for locating graves in the Old 
Catholic part o f  the cemetery. It seems that probing 
produces the best results when used with graves less than 
100 years o ld. Probing was useful , however , for locating 
buried marker fragments within the excavation area. 

Shovels and trowels were used to excavate the area . 
As the excavation began, only the grass and top three inches 
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of soil were removed from the area, but this did not reveal 
any clear patterns in the soil so the excavation was 
deepened to between 7 and 10 inches. At this depth, the 
edges of graves could reliably be detected. Figure 7 shows 
the various depths of the excavated areas. 

It became apparent why a minimum depth of approximately 
10 inches was needed to define graves. Since the Lewis 
Family Cemetery is the older part of the cemetery, the area 
has built up a thick topsoil layer due to considerable 
vegetation growth over time and the capture of slopewash 
from the higher part of the cemetery. Also, considerable 
amounts of earth had been spread throughout the cemetery to 
fill in depressions where grave pits have slumped. Slumping 
is a particular problem with the older graves since wooden 
caskets were used. Slumping is not as much a problem with 
modern graves because metal caskets are often used, often in 
association with concrete or composite vaults. Where older, 
slumped grave pits have been filled, sometimes to depths of 
1. 5 feet or more, it is �ery difficult to recognize color 
differences between the irave pit fill and the natural 
subsoil unless excavations are at least 10 inches deep. 

Possible Grave Of Mary Preston, 
Wife of John Lewis and Other Unmarked Graves 

Evidence of a grave was uncovered immediately north of 
the John Lewis marker ("C-2" in Figures 7-9). There is only 
a slight color difference marking the grave edge. This quite 
possibly is the north edge of a grave pit that extends back 
under the John Lewis marker. This could be either the north 
edge of John Lewis' grave or the north edge of the grave of 
John Lewis' wife, Mary Preston. The slab marker notes that 
they are both buried at this location. 

What may possibly be another unmarked grave pit was 
found intruding into the indistinct grave pit on its west 
side ("C-I" in Figures 7-9). This grave is evidenced by a 
very distinct mottled orange coloration. This may be the 
east end of a grave that extends to the west. Additional 
excavation is needed to fully expose this grave. 

A third unmarked grave was located in the east edge of 
the excavation area, east of the John Lewis marker ("B" in 
Figure 7-9). This grave also exhibits mottled bright orange 
fill and has very distinct edges. It does not appear to be 
associated with the John Lewis marker or graves. It seems to 
be a part of north-south line of graves south of the Lewis 
marker. It is in line with the stone outlined grave farther 
to the north. Additional excavation is needed to fully 
expose this grave pit. 
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The excavation revealed that graves are overlapping 
within the Lewis Family Cemetery--that is, some graves have 
been dug into earlier graves. Widespread archaeological 
excavation will be needed in the future to accurately define 
the locations of unmarked graves since the overlapping 
graves can be quite confusing. 

The location of the grave of John Lewis' wife, Mary 
Preston, is still not well defined. The grave pit presumed 
to be hers is only marked by a very faint discoloration and 
it is intruded into by a t  least one other grave. Her grave 
may actually extend farther north (toward the grave of 
infant John Lewis) than currently shown on the drawing. 
Perhaps this can be rechecked in future excavations. 

Infant Son of John Lewis 

Prior to excavation, there were indications that at 
least one more grave might be located close to the north 
side of the John Lewis marker. Three pieces of a large, 
broken tablet marker, made of a soft, olive-color stone, lay 
on the ground north of the Lewis marker. One piece had this 
inscription: 

John Lewis 
age 4 years 

Died 1803 

As the area under the marker was excavated, the base of a 
headstone, still intact in the ground, was uncovered ("D" in 
Figures 7-9 and Figure 10). The three broken pieces found on 
the surface matched the buried base, completing the 
headstone marker. The base marks the original location of 
the headstone and its position shows the headstone tablet 
faced east. 

Another tablet base was found buried beneath the ground 
surface eight feet east of the headstone base (ltD" in 
Figures 7-9 and Figure 10). This turned out to be the 
footstone for the infant John Lewis grave. 

Actually, three marker fragments were found together 
buried beneath the ground; one was a base, and the other two 
were fragments that matched the base (Figures 1 1  and 12). 
The base fragment is unfinished. Quarrying marks were 
present on the surface of the stone (Figures 12-14). The 
break along the top of this fragment extends along the 
bottom cut of the finished portion of the marker (Figures 12 
and 13). The other two pieces of marker, which had been 
jammed down beside the marker base, are finished parts of 
the tablet that were exposed above ground when the marker 
was standing (Figure 14). 
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The three footstone pieces fit together perfectly but 
did not comprise the entire tablet marker (Figure 14). One 
other broken piece of tablet was found lying on the surface 
about 20 feet west of the base. This piece completed the 
tablet, which had the inscription "J. L. " on it ("D" in 
Figure 15). The initials " J. L. "  confirmed that this was the 
footstone that was associated with the headstone 8 feet to 
the north. 

The grave of the infant John Lewis also was observed 
between the head and foot markers. As seen in Figures 7-9, 
the south edge of the grave pit was distinctly identified by 
a soil discoloration. This grave lines up with other graves 
of Lewis family members, including the grave of Alexander 
Lewis (to the north), and John Lewis and his wife (to the 
south) . 

Alexander Lewis Grave 

Another set of tablet bases, made of soft, olive-color 
stone, was found north of the infant John Lewis grave 
(Figures 7 and 15). These were found by probing and small 
areas around the stones were excavated to expose them. The 
bases do not have finished faces and still exhibit quarrying 
marks. 

The base on the west side is part of a headstone. Two 
additional pieces of the headstone were found scattered 
around the cemetery. They matched the base perfectly and 
together form the entire marker. The inscription on the 
headstone is that of "Alexander Lewis, age 35, 180 6". 
Alexander Lewis is believed to be a brother of John Lewis. 

The tablet base on the east is a part of the footstone 
to the Alexander Lewis grave. The remaining part of the 
footstone tablet, a single piece, was found lying on the 
ground nearby. It matched the base fragment and has the 
inscription " A. L. " on it. 

No attempt was made to fully expose the Alexander Lewis 
grave by excavation. Probing, however, confirmed that a 
grave was present between the footstone and headstone. 

Grave Outlined In Stone 

A third grave pit was discovered in the northeast part 
of the excavation (Figures 7-10). The grave is outlined with 
large, irregular pieces of stone. No marker was found with 
the grave so the person buried there remains unknown. The 
use of stones to outline the grave is similar to the way the 
graves of Gov. John and Letitia Floyd were marked {Robinson 
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198 8 b). It is presumed from this evidence that this grave 
dates from about the same period as the Floyd graves, circa 
18 30s. 

Grave Of "Tom and Dinah, Faithful Slaves" 

About 8 feet northeast of the excavation area are the 
headstone and footstone tablets of two slaves of the Lewis 
family, Tom and Dinah, who died in 1800. This is the oldest 
surviving marker in the cemetery. The headstone is made from 
soft, olive-color limonite like the headstones of several 
other members of the Lewis family. The inscription is also 
in the same style as the other members of the Lewis family. 

The headstone has been broken from its base, but is set 
upright next to a depression that most probably is the 
actual grave pit. The grave, however, was not 
archaeologically exposed. This will need to be done in a 
future investigation to confirm how the grave originally 
related to the marker. Excavation and probing within a two 
foot square around the marker did not locate the base of the 
marker. Only when this base is found will it be certain that 
the associated grave depression is actually that of Tom and 
Dinah. 

A footstone tablet also was found lying flat on the 
ground near the headstone. It has the initials "T&D" 
inscribed on it. The original location of the footstone has 
not yet been identified. 

That these Lewis family slaves were given a resting 
place within the family cemetery, close to the family 
members, certainly indicates they were valued members of the 
household. However, because they were slaves, they only 
received a single marker for the two of them. In contrast, 
the infant son of John Lewis, only four years old, was given 
a full-sized headstone and a large footstone. 

Summary 

The excavation of a small area north of the John Lewis 
marker resulted in the documentation of five, possibly six, 
grave pits ( Figure 7) . One grave, immediately adjacent to 
the north side of the John Lewis marker, appears to be the 
grave of either John Lewis or his wife Mary Preston. Another 
possible unmarked grave was found intruding into the north 
edge of the Lewis grave. Another unmarked grave was found 
east of the John Lewis marker. Yet another unmarked grave, 
outlined in stone, was found northeast of the Lewis marker. 
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Two additi onal unmarked graves, situated in line w ith 
t he John Lewis marker , were located and these were 
determined to be the graves of the in f ant son o f  John Lewis 
and Alexander Lewis , the brother of John Lewis (Figu re 7 ). 
These g raves were identif ied by match ing p ieces of broken 
headstones and f ootstones with the broken bases of tablet 
markers that wer e  f ound bur ied beneath the g r ound su r face. 

The marker of Tom and Dinah, slaves of the Lewis 
family , also was documented , although the exact location of 
their graves h as only tentatively been identif ied. 
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V I .  INVEST IGAT ION SOUTH OF LET IT IA PRESTON FLOYD GRAVE 

Excavations also were conducted i n  an area south of the 
Letiti a  Preston Floyd grave ( Appendix 1 map and Figure 16). 
This area i s  adj acent t o  the area t hat was excavated in the 
198 8 archaeological investigat i on .  The purpose of this 
excavation was t o  see if evi dence was present t hat m i ght 
have a bearing on t he identifi cation of t he Letitia Preston 
Floyd g rave. The excavat ion unit was orig inally laid out to 
measure I1-feet long (east-west) by 5 -feet wide (north­
south). This was later expanded to the east another 11 feet 
( Figures 16-18 ). Two graves, outli ned with stones, were 
exposed with i n  the excavation area. 

One grave, roughly outli ned in stones, was located 
about 6 feet to the south of and i n  line with t he Letitia 
Preston Floyd grave ( see # 11 5 ,  Appendix 1 ) .  The oval of 
stones is 7 . 5 -feet long and 2. 5 -feet wide ( Figure 17). Some 
of the stones at t he east end of t he grave have been 
displaced where a small, modern, granite block marker was 
put in place. The marker bears the inscript i on " Anne Stuart 
Bailey/ Feb 15 , 1860/ May 10, 193 8 " .  It is believed t hat this 
stone was placed on the g rave sometime i n  t he 1960s. Whether 
Anne Bai ley i s  actually buried in the stone- outli ned grave 
is not known . It seems unlikely, since most of t he other 
stone-outl i ned g raves in t he cemetery seem to dat e from the 
nineteenth century. 

Another grave ( # 129, Appendix 1) was located adj acent 
to and on the north si de of t he modern Woodv i lle fami ly 
marker (Figure 18) ( #  128 on t he cemetery map). The grave i s  
outlined in stone, but t he stone out line, measur i ng 9 ' 10" 
long by 3 feet wide, is different from the stone outline 
found on the grave t o  t he west, and different from the stone 
outlines associated wit h  the Letitia Preston Floyd and John 
Floyd graves. This stone out line is much larger and a great 
deal more stone is used i n  its const ruct ion . As can be seen 
in Fi gure 18 , the stones around the grave were once a par t  
of a three- tier wall. As the f ill wi thin the grave pit 
slumped, the wall fell t oward the center of t he grave pit. 
In i ts present state, t he wall is almost lyi ng on its side. 
B ricks also were found in t he east end of t he grave , 
apparently used t o  form a part of the wall. 

A square gran i t e  block, set in cement, i s  present at 
the foot ( east end) of t he grave (Fi gure 18 ). Two s i m i lar 
granite blocks, not associated wi th graves, were found along 
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the fence at the south e dge of the ceme tery. Lynn Spellman, 
owner of the ce me t e ry ,  bel i e ves these marke r blocks were 
obtained from a church i n  Wh i t e Sulphur Spri ngs , and t he one 
on the grave was brought to t h i s  c e me t e ry and rec ent l y  added 
to t he grave . 

Although thi s grave i s  located adjacent t o  the 
Woodvi lle fam i ly marker ,  it is not in pe rfect ali gnment wi t h  
the marker. I t  i s  possi ble t h at the Woodvi l le ' s  are bur i e d  
next t o ,  not w i t hi n , t h i s  grave . The are a dire ct l y  i n  front 
of t he he adstone wi ll have t o  be invest i gated t o  de termi n e  
whe t he r  t h i s  i s  t h e  case. 
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V II. CEMETERY MAPPING AND ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 

Mapping 

Marked graves within the Lewis Family Cemetery were 
mapped and recorded as part of the archaeological 
documentation. Several datum points were set up and 
permanently marked in the cemetery to use as reference 
points f or the mapping (locations are indicated on the 
cemetery map ) .  The results of the mapping were combined with 
the information collected from the mapping of the Old 
Catholic Cemetery in 1 9 8 8  and a composite map showing the 
l ocation of all known graves was produced. This is the map 
presented as Appendix 1 .  

Marked Graves 

All marked graves located within the Lewis Family 
Cemetery were photographed and their name and birth/ death 
date inscriptions were recorded (see Appendix 1, inventory 
list ) .  

The marked graves in the cemetery (see Appendix 1 map ) 
are mostly concentrated within the nearly f lat terrace near 
the center of the cemetery , or on the south slope. The 
graves are aligned in north-south rows, with headstone 
markers f acing east. Small clusters of marked graves are 
located on the steep north slope. Most of the clusters 
represent individual families. Many markers on the northern 
slope of the cemetery have f allen over because of slumping 
or erosion. 

Most of the markers within the Lewis Family Cemetery 
seem to be in their original and/or appropriate place. Only 
a few appear displaced. Probing showed a close correlation 
of grave pits and markers in the lines o f  stones on the 
south slope. However , it appears that the markers of many 
early graves were replaced sometime in the early- twentieth 
century with i ron rod rein forced concrete tablets. It is not 
known how these graves were originally marked. I f  they were 
marked with stone markers , these have been removed from the 
cemetery. They could have been marked with wood markers but 
there is no evidence for this. 

Unmarked Graves 

As mentioned several times earlier in this report , the 
uninvestigated areas of the Lewis Family Cemetery seem to 
contain many more unmarked graves. Unlike the unmarked 
graves within the Old Catholic Cemetery on the top of the 

24 



hil l ,  which are more recent in age and usual ly visible as a 
depression or soft spot (when using probes ) in the ground, 
the older graves in the Lewis Family section of the cemetery 
are not easily detected. Considerable archaeological 
excavat ion will be needed to locat e these graves and 
excavat ions will need to be at least 1 0  inches deep in order 
to define grave pits. 

Grave Marker St yles 

Time and resou rces did not permit a detailed analysis 
of grave marker st yles within the cemetery, although all 
markers have now been photographed. Several prominent marker 
sty l es are described here. 

Limonite Table t s : The earliest markers in the Lewis Family 
Cemetery are made from a soft, olive-brown st one that has 
been tentatively identified as limonite. All of the markers 
of this st one are a tablet t ype, which was the preferred 
type for members of the Lewis family. Prominent exampl es are 
the markers of "John Lewis, age 4 years" , "Alexander Lewis", 
"Dennis J .  Stack" and "Tom and Dinah , Faithful Slaves " .  All 
of the markers are inscribed wit h  similar style of 
let tering. These markers range in dates from 18 00 to 1848 . 

Both h eadstones and footstones of t his t ype have been 
identified, with headstones always located on the west side 
of the grave, facing east. The headstones usually bear the 
persons name and a cross i s  inscribed above the name near 
the top of the t ablet. 

The footstones are plain and only bear t he initials of 
the i ndividual. For example, t he Alexander Lewis marker has 
the initials "A . L. ". The footstone of t h e  slaves Tom and 
Dinah bear s  t he initials " T&D ". 

All of t h e  markers of this type are broken. The full 
size of the headstone t ablets was determined after two of 
the markers were reconst ructed by piecing toget her 
fragments. The headstones are about three feet tall, with an 
addi tional one-foot high base that was int ended to remain 
below the ground su rface. The total lengt h  (height) of a 
headstone marker is about 50 inches . The y are slight ly more 
than 19 inches wide, and abou t 3 . 5 inches thick. The 
footstones are sligh tly smaller, measu ring abou t 3 6  inches 
long by 15-5/8 inch wide b y  3 inches thick. 

The origin of the limonite material from which these 
markers are made is probably local within the region . The 
source of the stone has not been identified, although no 
real effort was made to find it du r i ng t his investigation . 
It is understandable why t he limonite was selected for use. 
The stone is soft and easily cu t and chiseled (Figure 14 ) .  
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Though t he stone is soft, it weathers very well. The tablet 
makers of this type found within the cemetery , even t hose 
that are 1 90 years old , have clearly readable inscriptions. 
It appears that t he parts of the tablets exposed above 
ground develop a weathered pat ina which hardens and resists 
weat hering. However , t he part s of the markers buri ed beneath 
the ground surfac e ,  where moist ure is retained in the 
stones , st ay very soft and c an easily be sc rat c hed with a 
finger nail. The subsurfac e pieces do harden somewhat after 
drying , but remain very fragile and highly susceptible to 
damage from mowers. 

Several fragment s  of this type of marker were f ound 
scat tered about the Lewis Family Cemet ery. All of the 
surviving markers of t his type have been repeat edly nicked 
by mowers and weed-eaters. 

Marble S l a b : The marble sl ab marker on J ohn Lewis ' grave i s  
an unusual marker within the c emetery. I t s  size , its shape , 
its material, and its lengthy inscription make i t  stand 
apart from all ot her markers in the c emet ery . This marker 
dates from around 1858 . It was placed on the grave by 
descendents of John Lewis , probably is son , William Lynn 
Lewis. 

The marble for this marker was cert ainly imported i nt o  
t he mountains of West Virginia . From where i t  i s  not known . 
The fac t that a non-local stone was used , and the fac t that 
the marker is so large and elaborately insc ribed , at tests to 
the wealth of the William Lynn Lewis family at t hat time. 
The use of a elaborat ely carved slabs was not uncommon among 
members of the upper economic class of Virginia soc iety. 

Table t s  W i th S tyl i zed Weeping W i l l ow Mot i f :  A third notable 
t ype of marker, t ablet markers with stylized weeping willow 
pat tern motifs , are representative of the 1860s period. Both 
examples of this t ype , on the graves of B ridget t Rowan (died 
1861) and Mary Fox (died 1869 ) , are crudely , but 
i nterestingly , handcarved with a styl ized weepi ng willow 
pat tern. These examples , probably locally made , c opy a 
pat tern that was widespread during the Vic torian period. The 
weeping wi llow symbolized life , or the afterlife , during 
that period. The symbolism is derived from t he fac t that he 
weeping wi llow tree usually was located near flowing 
streams, the source of life , and drew its sustenance from 
t he wet earth. Later in time, the drooping limbs of t he tree 
became assoc iated with sadness , or death , since the motif 
had become associated with graves. 

Concrete Tabl e t s : The most c ommon type of marker in t he 
c emetery i s  the c oncrete tablet with a simple c ross near the 
top of the marker and the insc ription " Sacred t o  the Memory 
Of" before each name . The c oncrete markers were made with 
iron reinforcing rods . These markers seem to replicate the 
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tablet shape of the early limonite tablet s ,  although they 
are slight ly larger . These markers were probably added to 
the graves in the f irs t couple of decades of the twentieth 
cent ury. Whether they replaced original s tone or wood 
markers is unknown . 

Conc rete S l ab :  The concrete s lab marker on the grave of Gov. 
John Floyd stands out as an unusual t ype of marker within 
the cemetery. As described earlier, it dates from the 1 93 0 s ,  
when Mis s Coralie Lewis had i t  cons tructed. More than 
likely , this s lab was made t o  replicate the s lab s tyle of 
the John Lewis marker. The intent s eems to have been t o  make 
the former Governor ' s  grave as prominent in the cemetery as 
the grave of John Lewis .  There is now a matching concrete 
s lab marking the grave of Letitia Pres ton Floyd next to the 
grave of Gov. John Floyd. 

S tone Cai rn :  This cairn (# 1 0 4, Appendix 1 )  report edly marks 
the graves of the firs t Lewis family members at Sweet 
Springs, William and Ann Mont gomery Lewis (died 1 8 1 1  and 
1 8 0 8 , respect ively). This prominent marker was constructed 
sometime between 1 93 0  and 1 960 (Ben Shumaker, personal 
communicat ion). It was cons t ruct ed for Mis s  Coralie Lewis 
who made a number of improvement s to the cemetery. The cairn 
represent s an obvious at t empt by Mis s Coralie to make the 
graves of the original Lewis' of Sweet Springs the mos t 
prominent in the cemetery . It is not known how the graves 
were originally marked. 

The cairn is made of i rregular pieces of gray-blue 
limes tone , a s t one local to the region . A reces s ed rectangle 
was cons tructed in the s outh s ide of the cairn. It was 
intended to hold a metal plaque with the name inscriptions 
on it. The metal plaque was never made. 

Others : Various other s tyles of markers are represented 
within the cemetery. Marble t ablet s with carved lamb motifs 
are found on a couple of markers dating from the firs t 
decade of this cent ury. A prominent column marker denotes 
the location of five members of the Rowan family who died in 
the 1 8 8 0 s .  There are a couple of military markers of World 
War II vet erans. A small met al m arker , a temporary funeral 
horne marker with removable let tering, was found . It bears 
the inscription John Dillon, 1 856-1 90 1 .  The marker comes 
from the Shanklin Funeral Horne in White Sulfur Springs, a 
firm that evidently conducted a lot of services in the Sweet 
Springs area. 
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V III. SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDAT IONS 

S ummary 

The 1 9 9 0  archaeologi cal investigations resulted in the 
documentation of marked graves in the Lewis Famil y Cemetery 
and detailed archaeological investigation of an area around 
the graves of Gov . John Fl oyd and John Lew i s  and an area 
south of Letitia Preston Floyd ' s  grave. 

The locati ons of 5 2  marked graves were mapped w i thin 
the Lewis Family Cemetery. These were combined with the 
resu l ts of the 1 9 8 8  investigation of the Ol d Catholic 
Cemetery and a fairly complete picture of the Old Catholic 
and Lewis Family Cemetery is now available ( Appendix 1 ). A 
total of 1 0 8  marked graves has now been documented within 
the two parts of the cemetery. 

Twenty-five unmarked graves also were identified 
within the Lewis Family Cemetery during this year ' s  
investigation. A total of 5 7 unmarked graves has now been 
recorded for the Old Catholic and Lewis Family Cemetery. As 
noted ear lier , many more unmar ked graves are present in the 
areas of t he Lewis Famil y Cemetery that have not yet been 
investigated. 

A total of 1 65 marked and unmarked graves have now been 
documented within the Old Catholic- Lewis Family Cemetery. 

It can be stated with considerable reliabili ty that 
the exact locations of the graves of Gov. John Floyd and 
Letitia Preston Floyd, his wife, have been found. The marker 
of Gov. Floyd has been repositioned to its correct location 
over his grave. Also, a new mar ker for the grave of Letitia 
Preston Floyd was constructed by Par ish member Rich Mundell 
subsequent to the a rchaeological investigation. 

The unma rked graves o f  several members of the Lewis 
famil y also were identified by matching broken pieces of 
markers with marker bases found in their original location . 

Recommendations 

Several recommendations regarding the future 
documentation , preservation and maintenance of the cemeter y  
can b e  offered a t  this time. 
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Recomme nd a t i o n  1 .  Add i t i onal Archae o l og i c a l  Documenta t i on : 
Many more unmarke d grave s are pre sent within t he Lewis 
Family Ce me t e ry. Additional archaeological excavation is 
ne eded to locat e the se grave s in order t o  compile an 
accurate map of the ceme tery . 

Future archaeological inve st igations will benefit from 
the experiences of this ye ar ' s investigation. It has bee n  
de termined t hat probing is not a reliable t echnique t o  
locate grave s i n  the older part of t he ce me t e ry. Fill wit hin 
the older grave pits is highly compacte d, making it 
diffi cult to dist i nguish grave p i t s  with t he feel of t he 
probe . This is complicat e d  by t he fact t hat some grave s are 
overlapping. Wide areas will ne ed t o  be opene d up in future 
excavations in orde r t o  acc urat ely de t ermine whe re graves 
are locat e d .  The excavation of narrow t re nche s, e it her by 
hand or with a backhoe, has been shown t o  be of very li mited 
value in defining grave s. 

Recommend a t i o n  2 :  P l ac e  Marke rs on Unmarked Grave s : The 
unmarked grave s found during t his inve stigation should be 
permanen t ly marke d so the locat i ons w i ll not be lost again. 
The graves were t emporarily marked with wood stakes. It is 
recommended t hat concre t e  blocks, similar t o  t hose put on 
the unmarked graves in t he Old Catholic Ceme t e ry, be placed 
on the unmarked graves. These should be numbered with 
reference to t he index ceme tery map ( Appendix 1). 

Recommendat i on 3 :  Repa i r  and Re s torat ion o f  Ex i s t ing 
Head s tone and Foo t s t one Marke r s : Most of t he markers within 
the Lewis Family Ceme t ery are unbroke n, but a f ew are 
broken. Some of t he broken markers are amenable t o  re pair. 
If re pairs are eve r  at t e mpt ed, technique s suitable for long­
t erm preservation of t he stones should be used. Simply 
cementing or using iron rods t o  re pair stone s are technique s 
that may cause damage t o  the stone. 

I t  is not recommende d t hat the old Lewis family 
limonite markers be re paired. These markers are made of a 
very soft mat erial and most of t he markers have been broken 
into at least t hree piece s. Drilling into t he se fragile 
pieces will only lead to continued d e t e rioration of these 
stones. It is recommende d that the piece s of t he se markers 
be lain horizontally ove r the ir respe ct i ve grave s .  Special 
care should be taken to avoid walking or driving mowers ove r 
the s tone s. 

A few marke rs , especially those on t he north hillside , 
have fallen over because of grave slumpi ng .  These should be 
rese t in an upright position. This will require some 
refilling of grave pits , so archaeological documentation 
should be conducted before the f illing is conducted. 
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Recommendat ion 4 :  Maintenance and Lands c aping : Maintenance 
activities should continue to be of concern. Mowing should 
be conducted with regularity and extreme care. Some markers 
within the cemetery already exhibit nicks and scrapes from 
mowing. This should be avoided at all costs because the 
small nicks of today can develop into destruct i ve cracks 
that can eventually break markers. Special care also should 
be taken when using weed- eater- type mowers for these can 
also damage markers. For example, the soft limonite tablets 
in the cemetery, the oldest markers in the Lewis Family 
Cemetery, display evidence of nicking from weed eaters. 

Care also should be taken when mowing over the 
concrete block markers that were recently placed on unmarked 
graves within the Old C atholic Cemetery . If these markers 
are too high for the mower to pass over without damage, they 
should be reset at a lower position. Mowers will have to 
take care not to drag the marker blocks from their locations 
or the grave locations will be lost . 

The thick, fibrous " yucca" plants that commonly grow 
throughout the cemetery need to be dug out on a regular 
basis. If left unchecked, these plants can grow very large 
and can topple headstones, crack concrete markers, and 
impede normal maintenance work. The larger these plants 
become, the more difficult it is to remove them. A four- or 
six- month schedule for clearing these plants is recommended. 

The number of trees within the cemetery should be 
limited. It must be remembered that tree roots cause 
considerable damage to markers. Large existing trees should 
be left intact but it is probably best to refrain from 
planting many additional trees. If new trees are planted 
they should be species that will remain relatively small, 
and have small root clusters. 

Recommendat ion 5 .  Acc e s s  t o  Old Catho l i c  Ceme t e ry .  The Old 
Catholic Cemetery is presently being accessed through an 
informal drive through the center of the Lewis Family 
Cemetery. This route passes directly over the graves of 
several members of the Lewis family , including the area 
where the unmarked graves of infant John Lewis and Alexander 
Lewis were found. Vehicular travel should be discontinued in 
this area or it may result in damage to existing markers and 
it may obscure those unmarked graves that have been recently 
lo cated . 

Since graves cover most of the south slope of the 
cemetery, and the north slope is very steep and hard to 
drive over and there are no other ways to easily access the 
upper part of the cemetery, it is recommended that the 
Parish consider the preparation of a driveway along the 
south side of the cemetery (east- west direc tion). Access to 
the interior of the cemetery can be provided by lateral 
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( north-south ) drives entering t he cemet ery from the south 
side . Such an ac cess drive would keep vehicles from driving 
unnecessaril y  through t he cemetery and woul d l essen 
pedestrian traffic as well . 

Comparabl e access c ould be arranged from t he north side 
o f  the cemetery , but t he north edge of the cemetery is 
wooded and the north slope o f  the hil l is steeper t han that 
on the south side . Use of the north side woul d probabl y 
prove t o  be unprac tical . 

S ince there is very l it t le traffic, vehicul ar or 
pedestrian, into the cemet ery, it may be possi bl e  to l ay out 
a drive with l it t l e  or no grading . I f  grading is required, 
it shou l d  be stric t l y  l imited . S pecial c are shoul d be taken 
to preserve the beaut iful hil ltop set ting and to not obscure 
the vistas from the hil l top . It woul d be preferabl e to have 
the drive covered with grass, or a mix ture of grass and 
gravel , rather than sol id gravel or pavement. Not onl y woul d 
t he expense be less, but t he natural set t ing of t he cemetery 
woul d be preserved . The archaeol ogist should be c onsulted to 
provide input on how to avoid graves shoul d such a drive be 
pl anned . 
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F l o ,\'d IIl a r kpI'  I t/ I I R ) ,  S I n/) l i d ( 01 1  
i ll 1,, 1 1(> 1"(> I ,o� IUlS movC'o f ,'olll . ,Iohn 
( Jl l t 9 )  h n s (' i l l on I p r J  j r,> n g' /'Avpd 

o f  Gov , J o h n  
l o �  " o J J . f' l." s ) j s 
\ ,t'W \ S  l1Ial'i,er 

HlHf'O I (> � r n h  hll� 



F j gul'e 5 .  

Fi gure 6 .  

S l i d i ng s l ab marker onto box , Gov . J o h n  F l o y d  
g r a v e  ( # 1 1 8 ) .  P h o t o  fac i n g  n o r thea s t .  

General v j e w  o f  excavated area north o f  John 
Lew i s  marke r ,  Lewis Fam i l y  Ceme t e r y .  W i l l iam 
Lew i s  c a i rn ( # 1 0 4 ) on r i ght . Old C a t h o l i c  
Ceme t e r y  i s  011 Il i l l Lop i n  background . Photo 
far- I. n g  sOIl L.hwes L .  
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F i gure 7 .  
o 

J 
2 4 

P l a n  drawing o f  excavated area north o f  John 
Lew i s  marke r . � A )  John Lewis marker ( # 1 1 9 ) ;  ( B )  
unmarked grave ( # 1 3 4 ) ;  ( C - l ) unmarked g rave 
( ! 1 2 0 ) ;  ( C- 2 ) probable grave o f  Mary Preston 
( # 1 2 1 ) ,  w i fe of John Lew i s ; ( O )  grave of infant 
s o n  of John Lewis ( # 1 2 2 ) ;  ( E )  Alexander Lew i s  
grave ( . 1 2 3 ) ;  ( F J  unmarked grave o u t l ined in 
s t o n e s  ( 1 3 5 ) .  

<F. 



Figure 8 .  Closeup of Excavated Area Nor'� of Levis �arket .  
Oatted llnes hirhli;bt edges of grave pits. (A I  
John Lf" is s l a b  larhr 1 # ! I 9 1 i  ( 8 )  unurhd �rave 
( I l l! ! ,  siall arrCII! on ,round lark ed�e cf pit ; 
Ie )  end of unurked grave pit extending out of 
elcavated area (1 120 ) ;  (0) infant son of John 
LeI/is, age 4 Frs /1l22}. true Pit liith hraho 
footsto�e and headstone blses. Photo facing vest . 

Figure 9 .  Ge�!ral '; jell � f  elcavated &rea north o f  John 
Lewis urter, Levis Fuil, CeJleter,. ( A I  
concrete oase for John Levis slab urter ( 1 J I 9 ) ;  
( B I  unmarked grave p i t  ( 1 1 34 1 ;  (el end af  
unurked grave ( 1 1 2 0 ) ;  I D )  grave of John Levis , 
"Aged 4 Years' ( 1 1 2 2 )  with bases of head and foot 
larkus; lEI Al eunder Lewis Guve I I l Z J )  with 
hrohn urter pieces; IF )  uftlaried grave 
outliDed in stones ( ' 1 35 / ;  {G/ stoa� cauJ! 
(1104 ) ,  constructed ti tst half twentietb cenWl, 
urks graves of Vill i .. Levis and AftD Montg,"�rJ 
rJ.�; � '  Pko�o hcinr west. 

� 



F i gure 1 0 .  Grave o f  John Le� d s l Aged 4 Yrs 
( ; 1 2 2 ) .  Person i n  foreground i s  
pointing to base o f  headstone ; 
person i n  background i s  pointing 
to base of footstone . Photo facing 
wes t .  

Figure 1 1 .  Closeup o f  footstone fragments 
buried beneath ground s u r f ace , 
grave o f  John Lew i s ,  age 4 years 
( # 1 2 2 ) .  Center piece i s  base . 

� \10 
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F i �II" e 1 2 .  (, J O S E' U P  o f  foo t s t one bas e , g rave o f  John Le w i s ,  
age 4 years 1 # 1 2 2 ) .  P o i n t e r  located on c u t  edge 
of s Lo n e  wJ1Pre f J rl i shed face of marker b e g in s .  

• 

f , 

." • 

" ,  , '. "-;"':' p�-.�" J"'" .".. .� . 

• 

F i g u re 1 3 ,  

• 

C l o s e u p  o f  s i d e  o f  f o o t s t one b a s e  shov.' i ng 
I : rl f j n i s h e d  s u r face and qllRr r y i ng m a rk s .  Grave 
John Le w \ � ,  age 4 y e n r s  ( # 1 2 2 ) .  

o f  



F i g u r e  1 4 .  B r o k e n  p i e c e s  o f  f o o t s Lo n e  f i t t e d  toge t he r . Grave 

o f  J o h n  Lewi s ,  age 4 years ( # 1 2 2 ) .  

40 



F i !,! 1 I 1' P  l !'i .  t';.,. c a v ;-l l ,.,. d ;l '· .... n s  � 1· o l l l1d IH-'nd s L O I l C  ( fl1 t' s i d p  o r  
p h o l o )  IlIH] ['o o L s 1 . o n e  ( tH-'fl L" � i dc ) o f' A l c x(lndp.I' 
! .(",. i s  g t''<\V(, 1 #" 1 2 :1 ) .  P l'obp u spd Lo l oc:J.i,p IU H r k p l' 
fr "ngmrn l R  j .q s l l n \�11  011 " i l{ ll l . A l e x ll.nrit'r Le w j s 

I n h l p l  lit II l ' I ir " I O f' n [.('d tlf'C'( 1 I n  R e fi l l:"  IIHl l c h p s  hnse 

r r'11�III " J l I fOil  " " 1 1 f'1 I 0 n l I I  J{ r "ollll d .  11pc n n s t  I " l H : L e d  

J , i f'( 'PS /) 1' r o n i s l .rHIP find I !r:-l d s L o I l P  mflr!\Pf's o r  ,John 

\ '1'\� i H ,  I\�f'd '\ Y n "  ( # 1 2 2 )  n l so H l ' e  v i s i h l e  on l p r t. 
111,."( 1 1 0  P : H'I\\"Fl L i oll ill'('fl . P h o t o  fac i n g s o u Lhwes l .  
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F i g l l /' p  I fi .  r� x r .q v I\ Li ofl nt'PIl s O l / L h  o r  Le L i t. i n  P r e s ton F l oyd 
.l! r ll v P  R ho w i n g  l,,,o grAves ou t. l i ne d  i n  st.ones ( # 1 1 5  
O f )  /' i g ld. ; # 1 2 9 on l e f t. I ,  G r a n i t e m a r k e r  o n  near 
g r'Il\'£' : " A rnlE' S t u A r t. All i l e .v ,  Feb . .1 5 ,  1 8 6 0 - M a y  1 0 ,  
1 9 :18" ( #  I I !» ) .  Thf' g nU! i I.e mArke r h'I1S placed on 
g r A v e  I n  1 9(i O� . Pho t o f.<lc i n g sou L h .  

4 2-.  



Figllt"e l i .  C l o seup o f  stone outl i ned 
gt"ave w i t h  Anne Stuart Bailey 
market" ( # 1 1 5 ) .  Photo fac ing 
we s t .  

Figut"e 1 8 .  Closeup o f  stone outl ined 
gt"ave ( # 1 2 9 ) .  Note how stones 
on not"th ( r ight ) s i de were 
stacked in cout"ses to form a 
low wal l .  Wal l f e l l  as grave 
p i t  s l umped . Photo fac i ng west . 
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3 8  John P .  Ke l l y  Mar 2 7 ,  1 8 5 5  Nov 1 0 ,  1 8 9 0  
3 9  ( two names o n  headstone ) 

OLD CATHOLIC AND LEWIS FAM I LY CEMETERY 4 0  Honara Ke l l y Hay 3 ,  1 8 2 1  June 2 7 ,  1 89 1  

SWEET SPRINGS, WEST V I RG I N I A  John Ke l l y  June 2 4 , 1 8 1 2  July 4 ,  t 88 7  

4 1  Bonnie Ke l l y  Jan 2 9 ,  1 8 5 7  J a n  2 9 , 1 88 5  

KEY TO CEMETERY MAP 4 2  Jas . O ' B .  Ke l l y Sept 1 9 ,  1 8 6 1  June 2 8 , 1 8 8 9  

A s  o f  Su.mer 1 990 43 unmarked 
44 unmarked 
4 5  Mary M o r i arty 1 8 8 7  1 9 2 6  

PART I :  Old Catho l i c Cemetery 4 6  John Horiarty 1 8 5 6  1 928 

4 7  Ju l i a E l izabeth Hogan Moriarty 
Oct 2 8 ,  1 8 5 9  J u l y  1 8 ,  1 92 2  

Hap Name ( s )  Bi rth Death 4 8  unmarked 
No . Date Date 4 9  unmarked 

5 0  unmarked 
5 1  unmarked 
5 2  Mary C a l l aghan Feb . 1 7 ,  1 908 

5 3  Robert Cal l aghan Oc t .  1 0 ,  1 8 9 6  

1 Joseph Halte rman 1 925 5 4  I n fant Daug . S i ze r  b .  " d .  May 1 8 ,  1 90 6  

2 Mary Ann Woodv i l le Dec 4 ,  1 8 3 1  J u l y  2 3 , 1 88 3  5 5  I nfant Daug . S i z e r  b .  " d .  Oct .  9 ,  1 9 1 1 

3 James Lewi s  Woodvi l le Jan 8 ,  1 8 20 Aug 1 4 ,  1 904 5 6  Wm M i chael Reardon June 2 ,  1 9 1 3  J u l y  2 ,  1 9 1 3  

4 u nmarked 5 7  unmarked 
5 Brendon Edward Curran Oct 9 ,  1 9 30 Nov 5 ,  1 9 7 6  5 8  unmarked 
6 Edward M .  Curran 1 9 1 0  1 9 7 1  5 9  John D i l lon 1 8 5 8  1 90 1  

7 Mary Breckenridge Ferguson Nov 1 9 ,  1 8 92 Nov 2 6 , 1 8 92 60 unmarked 
8 Joseph Preston Woodv i l le July 1 3 ,  1 888 Dec I ,  1 964 6 1  unmarked 
9 Nancy Paulette Woodv ille Aug I ,  1 8 9 2  Jan 3 0 , 1 98 3  6 2  unmarked 
1 0  Be s s i e  F .  Woodv ille Nov 4 ,  1 8 5 9  Jan 1 5 ,  1 93 2  6 3  unmarked 
1 1  unmarked 6 4  unmarked 
1 2  unmarked 6 5  unmarked 
1 3 unmarked 6 6  unmarked 
1 4  Wm M .  Currsn March 28 , 1 88 7  Dec 1 3 ,  1 9 2 4  6 7  unmarked 
1 5  u nmarked 68 unmarked 
1 6  unmarked 6 9  John Paul Cook Aug 8 ,  1 9 1 0  Apr i l  I ,  1 9 1 4  
1 1  unmarked 7 0  Catherine Murphy Dec I I ,  1 8 5 1  Jan 2 1 , 1 9 1 4  
1 8  unmarked 1 1  John Joseph M urphy Ap 1 0 ,  1 909 

19 unmarked 1 2  Hary Murphy Dec . 1 4 ,  1,886 

20 unmarked 7 3  unmarked 
2 1  Mary Curran 1 4  unmarked 
22 Ne l l ie Curran 7 5  unmarked 
23 Anne Curran 7 6  unmarked 
24 John Curran 7 7  brass marker o n  tree a t  s i de o f  g rave has t h i s  
2 5  M a r y  Ke l l y  Cu rran ( wi fe of J o h n  P .  Curran I i n s c r i p t i on :  " d i ed 1 9 1 2  Nancy C .  Bowyer "  
2 6  John P .  Currsn June 3 ,  1 8 5 5  July 1 1 ,  1 9 3 1  78 Jane Mahan Feb 1 4 ,  1 908 

27 Mary E .  Curran Har 2 1 ,  1 8 93 7 9  Charles E .  Worsham Apr i l  5 ,  1 8 68 Oct 2 5 , 1,899 
28 H i chael Joseph Curran Sept 2 0 , 1 88 3  Oct 2 8 , 1 8 9 1  80 Ruth Hope Jenkins 
2 9  Margaret Han i fin Jan 2 5 , 1 8 92 8 1  Susie C .  Jenkins 1 88 3  1 9 5 6  
3 0  T i mothy Curran Ap 5 ,  1 902 82 Benjamin A .  Jenkins Nov 1 3 ,  1 88 9  J u l y  4 ,  1 9 23 
3 1  Mary Curran Dec 24 , 1 90 1  8 3  Hade l i ne L .  Jenkins Hay 1 0 ,  1 9 1 4  M a r  1 2 ,  1 9 1 8  
3 2  Emma Curran 1 8 92 1 98 1  8 4  unmarked 
3 3  Annie C .  Wend e l l  1 8 8 8  1 92 2  8 5  unmarked 
3 4  John T .  Curran 1 8 86 1 9 0 6  8 6  Dan i e l  C .  Wo rsham Ap 2 ,  1 8 4 5  Aug 24 , 1 9 1 0  
3 5  Pstri c k Cu rran , S r .  1 8 58 1 9 36 8 7  Hary Martha Worsham J u l y  24 , 1 8 4 1  Hay I ,  1 9 1 6  
3 6  Jul ia A .  Curran 1 8 58 1 9 2 6  88 Etta Worsham Nov 2 9 ,  1 8 6 6  Sept 6 ,  1 :9 4 4  
3 1  Patrick J .  Cu rran 1 8 94 1 92 9  

2 



PART I I :  Lew i s  Fam i l y  Ceme tery 

Note :  Not all graves i n  th i s  part of the celBetery have ye t  been 
located . 

Map 
No . 

8 9  
90 
9 1  
9 2  
93 
94 
95 
96 
9 7  
98 
99 

1 00 
1 0 1  
1 0 2  
1 03 
1 0 4  

1 05 

1 0 6  

1 0 7  
1 0 8  
1 0 9  
1 1 0 
1 1 1  
1 1 2  
1 1 3 
1 1 4  
1 1 5A 

1 1 5B 

1 1 6  
1 1 7  

1 1 8 

Name ( s l  B i rt h  
Date 

Death 
Date 

Cle.ent Aus t i n  Damen 
Margaret Da.en 
un.arked 

June 1 6 ,  1 9 0 0  
Nov 1 1 ,  1 9 1 1  

July 1 4 .  1 96 8  
Nov 30 , 1 980 

un.arked 
un.arked 
unmarked 
Henry Hendon HollBes 
Menn i e  HollBes 
Denni s  J .  Stack 
unIBarked ( on ly base of 
Ja.es Galt 

1 8 5 3  
Jan 2 7 .  1 8 5 5 

( age 2 7 ) 
headstone present ) 

( age 1 3  .0 ) 

1 89 3  
Nov 1 7 .  1 9 2 3  
H a y  20 . 1 84 8  

Lavalette Floyd Hol.es 
George Frederick Hol.e s  
Henry Lew i s  Bailey 
unIBarked 

Aug 2 1 ,  1 8 2 0  
Feb ,  1 8 5 2  

Sept 1 0 ,  
Sept 1 2 ,  

Nov 4 ,  
Aug 1 8 ,  

1 8 1 6  
1 88 7  
1 89 7  
1 8 8 1  

Cai rn : erected b y  M i s s  
over g raves o f  

Coral ie Lewis between 1 9 30s and 1 960s 

Will iaIB Lew i s  
Ann MontgolBery Lewis 

Sus i e , da. o f  W . H .  & H . E . Reardon 

1 7 5 4  
1 7 3 7 

1 8 1 1  
1 80 8  

( Age 7 yrs 9 IBo l 
Grove r ,  son of W . H .  & H . E .  Reardon 

Hay 2 6 , 1 8 8 5  

( Age 7 y r s  1 0  IB O  8 
Coral i e  Floyd Lewis Har 1 7 ,  
Florence Catherine Lew i s  June 3 0 ,  
Hary Lynn Lewis Dec 1 8 ,  
Charles Patton Lew i s  A u g  1 6 ,  
Florence Cathe r i ne Lew i s  Dec 2 2 . 
Let i t ia Preston ' Lew i s  Dec 2 2 ,  
W i l l iam Lynn Lewis IV Apr 9 ,  
Sara Let i t i a Lewis Apr 3 ,  
unmarked . l i ned w i th stones as found 
invest i gat ion 

ds I Feb 1 ,  
1 8 8 1  Oct 2 0 ,  
1 8 48 Aug 6 ,  
1 8 7 6  Nov 2 6 , 
1 8 5 3  Oct 5 ,  
1 8 7 2  Dec 1 5 ,  
1 8 7 2  Dec 1 5 .  
1 8 7 2  Aug 9 .  
1 86 0  Apr 3 ,  
i n  archaeo logical 

1 8 9 2  
1 96 6  
1 92 4  
1 9 1 6  
1 9 1 4  
1 88 9  
1 88 9  
1 8 7 2  
1 8 60 

Anne Stuart Bailey Feb 1 5 .  1860 Hay 1 0 ,  1 9 3 8  
( modern .arke r ;  may be i n  wrong place ; could b e  associated 

with 1 1 2 9 ) 
unmarked 
unmarked . interpreted to be g rave o f  
Le t i t i a  Preston Floyd 

concrete s l ab marker 
John Floyd 

Dec 1 2 .  1 8 5 2  
cons tructed o n  g rave i n  1 9 90 

Aug 2 1 ,  1 8 3 7  

3 

1 1 9A John Lew i s  1 7 5 4  June 8 .  1 8 2 3  
1 1 9 B  Hary Preston, w i fe o f  John Lew i s , 1 7 7 6  Feb 4 ,  1 8 2 1  

� bu r i ed by his s id e "  
1 20 unIBarked ( not cOIBpletely de f i ned ) 
1 2 1  unmarked ( could be grave o f  Hary P reston , 1 1 1 9B )  
1 2 2  John Lewis ( age 4 yrs ) 1 80 3  
1 2 3  Alexander Lewis ( age 35 yrs ) 1 80 6  
1 24 Hary He len Jones Aug 2 9 , 1 8 3 8  June 1 ,  1 9 2 1  
1 2 5  Robert HcCl and ish Jones Hay 1 8 ,  1 8 3 8  Aug 2 4 ,  1 9 1 3  
1 26 Lav a l e t te Lew i s  Ke i l y  Oct I S ,  1 87 8  Hay 2 ,  1 9 5 7  
1 2 7  Wi l l i am Lynn Lew i s  June 1 3 ,  1 8 4 4  Ap 8 ,  ???? 

( death date covered in concrete ) 
1 2 8  Gary Breckingridge Woodv i l le 

1 2 9  
1 30 
1 3 1  
1 3 2  
1 3 3  
1 3 4  

1 3 5  
1 3 6  
1 3 7  
1 3 8  
1 3 9  
1 4 0  
1 4 1  
1 4 2  
1 4 3  
1 4 4  

1 4 5  

1 4 6 
1 4 7  
1 4 8  
1 4 9  

1 5 0 

Sarah Lewi s  Wood v i l l e  
un.arked 
unIBarked 
un.arked 
Let i t i a  Floyd Lewi s  
W i l l iam Lynn Lew i s  
unlBarked , probably grave o f  

June 2 1 , 1 86 3  
Jun 2 1 , 1 8 7 0  

Dec 1 2 ,  1 93 2  
Dec 1 4 ,  1 96 2  

Feb 1 6 ,  1 88 6  
Oct 1 6 ,  1 86 9  

Let i t i a  Preston Floyd Frederick Osborne J u l y  2 ,  1 9 3 3  
the edge o f  t h i s  g rave was exposed i n  excavation 

unmarked . outl ined with stones as found i n  excavat ion 
"TolB and D inah , Faithful Slaves" d .  1 80 0  
unmarked 
unIBarked 
unmarked 
unmarked 
unmarked 
un.arked 
unmarked 
f i ve na.es on 

H r s . Bridget 
four - s i ded colu.n IBarker 
Rowan ( sa.e as 1 1 4 5 ) ,  b . County 

( Aged 6 6  yrs ) 
W i l l i e  Rowan ( Aged 6 .0 ) 
John J .  Rowan , D i ed Winchester , Kentucky 

( Aged 27 yrs ) 
James V .  Rowan , D i ed Low Hoo r ,  Va . 

Hayo , I reland 
d. Oct , 1 8 6 1  

Aug , 1 86 8  

Aug 1 0 ,  1 88 2  

( Aged 1 8  yr ) June 2 0 , 1 88 3  
Pat r i c k  J .  Rowan . D i ed Whi te Sulpher Spring. , W .  Va. 

( Aged 2 5  yrs l Feb 2 3 ,  1 8 8 2  

Bridget Rowan ( Age 66 yrs ) Oct , 1 8 6 1  
( salBe a s  1 1 4 4 ) 
b .  Parish CroslBal iny , County Mayo , Ireland 

John T .  Mu l v i h i l  June 1 4 ,  1 8 5 7  Feb 1 4 , 1 8 6 2  
Phi l i p  Preston Ke i l ey 1 90 5  1 9 7 4  
Made l e ine Leclerc 1 9 0 9  ( not deceased ) 
Mary Fox , dau of Pat Fox & Sarah Lew i s , 

Born at A l l egheny Station , Va. 
May 1 4 ,  1 8 6 7  July 29 , 1 8 6 9 

Timothy , son of Denn is and Mary Leary 
( Aged 27 yrs l March 9 ,  1 8 8 9  

4 



1 5 1  Dennis Leary . S r .  Born i n  castletown County . Cork , I re l and 
in 1 8 1 9  

Died near Callaghan , A l leghany Co . ,  Va 
July 2 3 , 1 8 84 

1 5 2  Peter J. Leary ( Aged 2 7  yrs ' Nov 1 3 ,  1 88 1  
1 5 3 Dennis J . , Son of Denn i s  & Hary Leary 

1 54 unmarked 
( Aged 3 1  yrs ' Dec 5 ,  1 88 9  

1 5 5  J ane Leehy , Nat ive o f  Dingle . Co . Ke rry . I re l and 
1 78 4  Sept 1 5 ,  1 8 6 9  

1 5 6  unmarked 
1 5 7  Timothy Leehy , born i n  D i ng l e .  D i s po i l  Par r i sh , Kerry Co . ,  

I reland ( Aged 52 yrs ' March 2 6 .  1 8 70 

Total s :  57 unmarked graves 
1 08 marked graves 
1 65 total graves 

vers i on 5 - 8 - 9 1  
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