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� • __ r _ -r-- . . �£�'"Y�''' ••• uu.:l .... uaj.J<=:1 UVt::'! Lilt:: years_ 1 ne most 
Ilumerous were the Irish immigrants who came to this area:seeking employment at· 

the'Sweet Springs J"esod and; later, on the nearby railroadJ and whose ambition it 
was to buy some precious land which they had been unable to preserve in Ireland. 
The seco nd group, most crucial fr-om the point .of vie:w bf the Roman Catholic 
Chul'ch's leadershi p (faced with the threats from the KKK and the "Know Nothing 
Pal-ly"), were the wealthy Catholic landowners such a,s the Lewis' and the 
\Voodville's. It was by sturdy Catholicism of such families that the Catholic 
leadership hoped to gain entry (0 the social and political structures of the area and 
correct some of the glaring prejudice and ignorance towards Catholics. The third 
group. even more crucial were the black people 'Who work�d t he estateS· and who 
became Catholic thr.ough the lnfluence of the more. conscience-aware church 
goeJ·s. 

A tragic [il"e devastated the Lewis home. Lynnside. one winter evening in the early 
1930's, The faITlily was able. to rebuild the roof. FrOITl the �teps of the Chapel, the 
home looks normal, but the interior could not be repaired. Not only the family 
\'ecords, but many of the Chapel recQJds as well were des.troyed in the fire, For 
this I-eason, anyone with photos, clippings, Bnd even recollections of" the Chapel 
and the Catholic events of the Lewis famlIy and the Sweet Springs area, is urged to 
contact the pastor of S1. Charles Bon-omea Church. White Sulphur S prings, so this 
history may be reconstructed. ' 

Letitia Preston Floyd Lewis (1814-18??), Foundress 

The heil s or the Lewis farnlly sla te thcl"e is a tradition that the CU1Tent chapel 'Y::l� ____ 
buil t in 1831\. hy slaves with bricks fired on the plantation. : At preseht-."-n({i�c6rds�._" 
have been found to verify this. ']'he Lewis family Bible records tha('Letitia 
PlesLon Floyd became the bride of William Lynn Lewis in New Odean8 March r 3. 
1837 by Rev. Jacobus J. Mullon "at the house of their rela�ion John B, Grayson." 
'Are have an important venfication here that thl'ee great frontier families (Lewis. 
Plestoll, Floyd) had l(1{ermarried even before Letitia and Winianl Lynn. 

MOrton, the historian of Monroe Cuunty, (A History of. Afonroe Cou.nty 1Vest 
Vi"giJli17, Oren F, "-lorton. StauntQn� Va., 191h� reprinted 1874) records that 

� Lewis (1724-1813), the brother of,Andl"ew Lewis of Point Pleasan.t and 

Lewisburg fame, hao(} built a stone house "immediately to the rear of the site 
occupied by the prest:n t mansion of Lynnside" (p.370). It was William's grandson, 
Williatn Lynn , who built the house one sees frolll the Chapel steps "'about 1845" as 
MOl ton states (p.20i). 1t was to this house that William Lynn Lewis brought his 
Catholic wife and their four oldest children in 1848. 

' 

$1'. Margaret Bl'ennan SS], the diocesan archivist, to who we are very indebted for 
her ]'esearch Into the diocesan and state'recol"ds, notes the hesitancy in the diocesan 
ITcords to stating that there was a finished church at Sweet Springs. The 1847 
Catholic Dil cctory makes no mention of Sweet Springs, noting that Union is 
vis ited foUl limes a year by Father Daniel Downey, "With a "Church to soon be 
erecterl." The 1850 Directory. which would refer to 1849, is the first to mention 
Sweet Sptings, noting "A church is here to be erected,. chiefly by individual 
lihelality anu a clert�ym5ln is to be placed at this point, to attend ta Union and 
othel- neighboring places." The 1853 Director specifies that "a chapel is to be 
irmnediately erected" at Sweet Springs and the 1854 pirectory states that Father 
WaHels "is temporarily residing hel"c. A brick chape1 is being erected." No natne 
is given the church until the 1860 Directory "When it lS listed simply as St. John's. 
1'l1ls would make it the oldest standing church ill the diocese. irwe assjgn J 8�9 ES 
the year when it was definitely finished (St. Joseph's in Martinsburg is 1860). One 
"Wonders how many other churches in the English speaking area west of the 
AHeghanies were built before] 860 and are sHll jn use. Thus, we use 1859 as the 
final date. noting 1853 is a strong possibility and even 1834 is a possibility, since 
local reports usually have some historical fact behind them even if it is 
unrecoverable. Sr. Margaret does not rule out "The possibility of a temporary 

chapel being erected around 1853." 



We are faced with a siuular lack of solid knowledge c-Qncell1l11g LeLltfa PreslOl1 
Floyd's Go�version to Roma:r'i.CattlOlicism. Her fath�r, who was the last g.overnor 
o£Virginia under the old conslHution and the first under tl:Je new (l83 l-35J. makes 
no mention of his eldest daughter's conversion in the fascinating jounl.al he kep t itS 
governor (Life and Diary of John Floya, by Charles H. Amble,� Richn ... ond 
Press,1918. copy avaIlable at Concord Co11ege). But he does make keeCl and 

penetcatitlg obsel'vatiolls about Teligion in general and Ca1holicisIll in pa.rticul:ar. 
And there is a 10cal tradition thal when he died suddenly at the Swe,ei SPII ngs 
reso rt on August 16J 1837,. only five months after his daugJlter had !T"lalTicd Lewis, 
he had converted to CatholkisnL (Th.is report is demed by Richmolld Catholic 

of[kials, whQ note 1hat it did gain enough credence to be prinLe,1 in !}H� CfltliO!iC 
Ei1.cycloperiia). At any I-ate Letitia s-onw: tiiTle in heT hte teens became a Roman 
Cathohc W\Ul FathclI Henry PaI"ks in Some Noles O�1 The Ri.;e nnd Spread n...r Ihe 
Catholic Missions ilt. Virginia 1774-1 �er ..... n ... g ___ hal t.he Floyd d::!.ughten ".,,\'el f. 
the tn:sl u1 (fie Iarntly t.Q recelve the Fa-ith_ They �na-d e thelT SLJc.nlssi on i.ll 
Richnl0nd. Mrs. B renda of V1Tglnia, a rel'vent t;anven., actin-g 2." tbdl' -ang.el.'· 
(p,26) Nickeai� the second oldest daugliler, wan-ied Johp. \V. Joh.,ston, whQ 
became a Catholic, settling his famiJy in Tazewell COUllly and .serving in the U.S. 
Senate, The youngest daughter. Lava1ette� married George l'.eueL"ic:k HOLt1:.es "\vho 
retnajned an Episcopalian and oecanlC a 11"10st t espe-cteu pTQi"eSSQi' of E..-:..gl ish at th-e 
Univel'slty 01 Virginia. The youngest son. Benjamin Rush Floyd, s�udjed Jaw at 
Georgetowll Unive1'sjlY� followed hi3 converl wire into.the ChUTC ]l (Pal}:;s cotes :::1:e 
was "one of the l1l0St accolnplished ladies of" the day)/ anu as a pl"olnillent judge 
deIeuoeu his faith most ably during the Know-Nothjng era. The secO:Hl sun, Dr, 
\ViHjam Floyd, bct;::alnc a Catholic while in Mcmphis� Telln, , bLll aJc;o set�led in 
Taze-wel1 County_ The oldest son, John Buchanan FIDyd, �.vho like �'Iis t;J:�hcr 
served as guvernQr of Virginia (1850-53) never became a Cat�llllic !Jut will e:rlLer 
inlO our- hislory again dUTing the Civil WaT. Another .. ou, Culone� George H.oUgel 
CLatke Floyd� settled in Logan C-ounl")', served seve"al ternl;> as leple:;;erllaLi,.re in 
the WV I-louse of Delegates. and as Padu;; IUbserves was "9, slaull"C;11 Catbul',J:.," 

Arte], many years of struggle, Letltia's nltJthe., Lelitia Pre:s.lun F�(!ycl hec2!"'ne a 
Catholic, Her letters of frontier and politicai 1ife are pnllted in ll1any his.tm ie.:s of 
the tin1C; she had a shal-P tnind and keen wit. Palks nutes that �h(' �jes six nln-n!.hs 
after her Dec, 12, 1852 conve[-sion: "her reniains v,..'eJ e C!'iC(�r1.e.(": by he,. SDIlS, h�, 
sons-:iu-law. and the priest ofWythcvlllc:, a journey of eighty nilles, CiOJll Burke's 
Ganlen in Tazewell County to Lynnside, in 1v1oIlroe County. for ill!:enr.1:'1l111eat" �he 
last Testing pla.ce of lhe Governor, her husband," (p_ 26) Picture �f you ''-'1�1 the 
cOl tege winding to tlle plantation. A sedous c.orrespondence belween 1''1:11"5. Floy� 
and B�shop Whelan.. the finh bishop of Wbe,ellng, exists and hilS been rn::tue 
:<\vaHablc by the generosity at the RichnlOnd diocese OlI'ch:iv]sL. J\.1r. James 
Dunah.ue._ 

There is no daubt that the canversian of such a �an1.ily lIu:' ng i.h":s period wneJ I 
CathuJics we.u:� larg.t:ly d�pised and ·�,H!-rs�c.uku, 'meant a gre?t deal \'0 �he lJ:'"3der-s 
of the Church, TIle. ell i1uI"en of Willianl Lynn Lewis .;md [..el� ti a Wh0 W'f"",I"e. \'1\:)"', �I 
their South Carolina estate, were baptized by the leading pJ'elales nr c.he .02.)-" 
including Bishop John England of Charleston_ ""'hen Willi<lTn Lynn L�wi� mov�d 
back from Soutll Carolina to his home at Lynllside in 18.48 and luok Ij��!ise�,;inn c.f 
il. LhesG sarnr:.: bi�hops enjoyed the l10spita!ity of his homc:: �Itll;.tc.:t-!d i'l1s.\.1 by (Lt', 
resort orSwcct Springs less than a n:�ile ;lway, 

The-Sweet Springs Resod, "OJd Sweet" 

T�e'�lDuse�qld.'p'-�,eJ-.\�hwl�·:L:� t1tia Pl'cstOl1 Ph�JY9 Le",vi's'pr�5ided 'Alas one of the 
,most. gli.UeTillg ill., 'the ehtire, Appal.actua'rt re,!::;I'?:t:I; ' �spechIlJy becau.:se of her 
husbFtJ1d�s i .... volveI11ellt it_ I�e re:so;r' (Owne;rship '0["6 .. 000 aoClCS [j'o,'n what is fJU .... • 
the Vii g!Hia-WV boroer to Gap Mills. helped al so.) Ahf'.ady b 179U, overseas 
visitors w�h-e recording in the: dl21.Tics and.lett.ers thCi1" irnpt'e.ssions of the ImJecne in 
"I-ogge cabbins" at the I"I:-::;Qrl_ WiliiOim Lynn Lewis' falhC::T Johll bE-gan c.olliolruGtiDil 



Irish ilnrnigrant labor. The main building had been designed by 'Thomas JeffeTson 
before his death and lnany presidents visi1�d the resoTt. especially in the 1830-
1 "860 pel·jod, 

M:nsh-all Fish'wick, in his 1978 Spr-i,lglore in Virginia (Popular PTesS� Bowling 
Green U) states "Eve-ryone knew what you meant by "the Six"--tho-se springs close 
e110ugh fOl' easy visits. gTand enough to S1:lpport' even the most pretentious" (p.6). 
TTll"ee were in M,o�,�:o�e County: Sweet, Red and Salt S ulphUl-; "ro,'O were jus� 
oL!tside' While _Sulphur (The Greenbrier) and Red S ...... ed (Chfllybcate). And 
Fishwick cOllcludes-"-rhe whole cjTcuit could be made 1n Ie's . .;: than 170 fll11es_ But 
one'HAD to be at··llie Sweet for tho last-week,-in Au·gusf and the fir.st week in 
Septenlber. It was like the salmon, who knew when it was ti me to go hack up the 
Columbia River." 

The Lewis family maintained a dOTnlllant interest in the reso;-L until 18:52, 
accol"(1ing to Morton (p_ 206), There is no dmlbt, as one examines the ini t ial 
baptismal recOl-d book, that some of the infllletTtial vacationers fell u-hdel" the 
Ell fl uenee of Letitia Lewis and began th�ir conversion here at the plantation chapel. 

1853--1860: The Golrlen Age of St. John'"s Chapel 

Palhcr "\Valters began the bapti:'imal register of"St. John Baplist's Church" wlth the 
lollowing en�I'y: November D, 1853: Haplised Margaret bom August 23 (l853) 
da�lghte\· of 10hl1 Sullivan and EBen Hagerty. Sponsors ·Dt",nnis Ca!liglum and 
HonOl-a Call1han_'' In the next few months. the number of familil::':s who had 
seve.rzd children baptized at once is quite lmge, suggesting that Father Walters had 
just takf:n up re.sidE':noCe and was catc-_hing up 011 avel-due "\York. In 1854,99 people 
wel-e baptized and the numbers increased steadily until 1860, when 174 were 
bapl1zed, Fatl�er v-,.·alters see:JDS to be at St. john the Evangelist ChuTch in 
Summel-sville in l85S with the diocesan directoTY which would coveT that year 
\1;;ting Sweet Springs as vacant. But the baplismal registeT 1n Father Walters' 
h�l,dwliLing lists 124 baptisTI1s that year, including Letilia's nephew J-o-redrick 
La ...... rence Holnles, bOTn in April to George FI-edrick HQ]nles anti LavaleUle Floyd, 
wlth ti.e eldest SQn \VBham ign .. tius Lynn Lewis and the eldest daughte]· Susan 
Mi'lssie Le.v'.'is as sponSors fOT thei,· cousin. 

That same year Bjshop McGill of Richmond ITIaoe the jOUlTIey to preside at tbe 
Inaniage of Susan to Alfled J. Frederick of St. Matthew's parish, S01]Lh Carolina, 

(December 8). it must have been one of the social events Df the area. The 
follo"\Ving ye�T Bishop Whelan of Wheeling journey to Lynnville tu preside at the 
m-aniage or the second olnest daughter. Letty PrestOn I.ewis� to Thol1us Le-wis 

Preston Cooke of Cumheriand Co,. Ga, (Oct. 19 1859).Note the Lewis <!nd 
PI-eston nalnes ;n the gl-oom, which explains why a di_<;;pensation for consangui.nity 
is noted in the nlalTia��e �glsteL 

In the directory whil:h covers 1859, Father Walters is hack residlng at S'.'[cet 
Spl ings. and is listed as visiting Ulilon and \Vhite Sulphur Springs_ For the year 
1860, aHllOugh the diocesan directory lisls Fathe[- Daniel O'Conner as pastor, witb 
Lewisburg vigiterl, all the ent.ies ,n the baptism al1d rrmrriage registers: are by 
Father \.Valtels right up until 1"868, wh Rev. Hugh McMenamin�s entries appear. 

Thcl-e is not dOllbt th"ilt fOT the turb'U1cn t yeaTS of beginning. and thTough the Civ:il 
Wa .... Unlll 1868, Falhet· John H. Walters worked (rom S"WE'!et Springs, covering an 
inunense and almos:( unhelievable a.ea. barHzing, celebnltlng Mass and ma.1Tying 
thousands of Catholics_ Both black and white, both rich .and poor. 'fru)y. he was 
Ihe founding pastor, with all that thosE'! two "Word imply. And his strong right hand 
dw·ing- these years was Letitia Preston Floyd Lewis, who JTl3y in truth be caned �he 
foundl-ess_ 



In 1862, thl'ee 50ldiel's from ""22M Va. Regiment" were baptlzed, the first and last 
t\mes such soldiers are listed. On January 2. Father Walters entered this 
inrormation: "Baptized and Tecejved into the church by Rev, L.P, O"Conl1e1, 
Daniel CTocke:t. age 25 years, sponsor Sister Mary Helena.1I On January j 2, he 
made another entry: "Bal1tiz;ed and rec.eived into the ChUTCh by Rev. L.P. 
O·Conne., Samuel R. Justice, age 22 years, sponsor SisteT M. Helena," And on 
Jan

'
uary 18, Father WaHers 'WTote: "baptized and received by same, James 

Cadle."age 2Q years," no sponsor listed. Not only is the 22rd Va. Regiment 
fascinating by its brevity, but the mention of sisters, presumably nuns, is also 
intdguing. On February 13, 1862. "Mother Teresan was the sponsor for a 16 year 
old gil'l, Sarah Frances Mary Heightz. and on MaTch 3 L 1862, Sr. de Sales was a 
s.pm"1so,·. Were. these nun'5 'an)' part of the gTOUp whic\l are mentioned in the 
historical Inarker along fnterstate 81 (first northbound rest stop) just Ilortll of 

Christiansburg (a!1d jl�st over Peters Mounlain fiom S�veet Springs)? ThIs glOUp 
nursed both. Uni�n and CQnfcderatoe sohHers. many 'Of the nu1l:'i. tlying fl'OlTI discnsc 
and nQw lying in unmarked graves. Until we have furth{;r information, the 
pl esence of the sisters at Sweet Springs in 1862 is a myste�.f' 

L.etitia',s only nOrl-Cathoiic brother. Juhn Buchanan Floyd {1807-63) enters uur 
history here. for he is the l"eaSOn Cited for the vandalizing by Union soldiel-S of the 
bric.k mansion visible from the church steps. He had :sel': .. 'ed as govemor of 
V'iTKinia 110m \'350-53 and as Secl'etat'Y of 'War in President James Buchanan's 
-cabinet until his I-esignation in the autunm of 1860, because of his der;p feelings 
fOJ' secession. It should be noted that his governor father had fought for tile 
frontier combination of states rights and abonticm of s�a'VeI'Y views, lryi.llg to 
l'ecunci1c the fi'ontier thirst for independence from the rights of each individual, 
bfa!C::k or white, Many I"eluctantly went along witll. the South, 

B-ecaw;-e of the 11otoriety of' Letitia's brother. LYflmiide was laid \Ya.<;te when 
General David Hunter's tTOOpS occupied the area. Priva te WjJliam B StaTt of the 341h Massachusetts VolunteeLs, kept a diary whit:h is widely quoted 
"Lynns'i.de",','l,fas yansaCKeo from top 1.0 botlom .. . nle boys: acted like madmen and 
destroyed lnllch that was "fno use to them, They found wine and othel' liql1urs of 
Wllich they partook fl"eeiy, They played upon the piano and then pocketed the 
keys for nlernentoes" (cited fi·otl1. Fishwick, 'P. 116.) 

1866-1976 

Judging from the baptismal and marriage entries. the work of St. John's Chapel 
even inc; eased a[tel- tl1e Civil War. One or the more intdguing non-Irish names 
involves fbe enu'y of Letitia Elizabeth Garibaldi, born of John Garibaldi and Sarall 
Pm'i,;jon Se:pte.rnber 2'8, \8"65, ana baptized JUlY 8,186-6, with W. L, and L,P Le' .... is 
as spuns01s. 

Mrs. Lewis also 3erved as sponsor to mBTTy Frances de Sales. Breck�nTidge, bom 
December 2, 1831 of Cary Breckenridge and Emma Gihnore, and baptized 
conditionaIly July 20. 1861, indicating that this adult convert, like the 11l11e 

Garibaldi baby, were Teceived into Catholicism during the "seasOll" with 
influential.,;;po1130r. Undoubtedly, the Lewi s Catholic influence ,vas spreading. 

In 1867, Letitia's stepdaughter, Ann Lewis. who nad been bom l\.1at·ch 18, ] 825, tu 

VliHiam and 11is fiTst wife, Anna Stuart. was baptized a Catholic. with her" 
stepmother as sponsor (July 30). Nor did l"r1rs. Lewis' benevolence extend onT), to 

the well forn; in the: entry for October 9, 1863. for an 8 year old child. r-ather 
Waltel.'s, h.ad si.rn't,ty uGted'. ""'1'11-:.. child \5 an it�i[)t." 



tnttueroce Henry H.H. Beirne. who was b�m t� Andre\;'-B�i��-�;d'�E!i�;b'"":�h 
Fraiza on Decembel- 2, 1857. was baptized at St. John�s on January �22. 1898. 
Andrew's father had been a truswd collaborator of Letitia's father wh�n he was 
goven"lOl" of Virginia. His wife was the daughter of an eady Catholic settleT, 
Edw-:ard Keenan, so Henry's grandmother was Catholic. Henry's ' daughter 
Margan:t Elizabeth. bom September 27. 1885. was baptized at St. John's on 
December 5. 1907. 

On January 10, 1897, James LeWi.5 Charies ¥loodvHle, who was born January 8. 
1820, to James L. Woodville and Marie Sophia Lmvis (sister to WiLHam Lynn 
Lewis), was baptized with Sarah E Le\vis and Father Charles F. Schhpp as 
SPOllSOTS. The 'A-Toodville estate was known as Glenco\'e OT Glen Car�y; James 
was a pl-orninent doctor, and his wife. Mary Breckenrid ge (see above). 

\Vith such prestigious members, it seems a surplise that S1. John's Chapel went 
into decline. But it did.  The baptismal records tor J &75" whicl1 -ir.cluded n'::Jw 
Lewisburg, Ronceverte, and perhaps as far as Covingon, Va., list only f4, quite a 
ell oj) fJ om Ole 174 of 1860, and the 132 of 1861. It seems that the wave of Irish 
1l1lmig1"ation had passed and perhaps many of the second genera tion had moved 
vv(';st with the l"ailroads. The resort declined slOWly and Fishwick states "after 
years of neglect, before and during Wor1d War n, the property was sol� to West 
Virginia" (p. 177) The crowning hlow came on the cold winter. evening in the early 
1930's. A small [he was lepOltep from Lyjnnsidc to the focal fire oepartments. 
Mistaking the locatlOn as the town nfLindside. about 30 miles below Lynnsid� 
Rt. 2 I 9, the firemen '\vent there first . ny the time they found their mistake and 
returned to the manor, It was compl ete ly gutted with only the wans standing. Miss 
COl'a�ie. Lewis re-roofeo It, but the interior was never completed and so It. stands to 
this day. 

Tl1e decline took rnany years. An anonymous writer. -perhaps M-is":!. CaraHe nel"se\f, 
v..Tote: plobably afte:l- Worlrf War I ano before the fire. ab ou t the Chspe:1 of st. John: 

Our little. cfrruch flas been honored front time to time} by the AUt;llst prese/�ce. of 
many of (fte greatest dignitaries of Our Holy 1Hother Cll1l1'ch-I1is}JC>p KeeIJe of 
Richmond, Bishop Keane of 1YheeliJJg. oILr OWN Bishop Domrglwe (prob{1bly 
should be .lames Donahue who BIas the third bishop of JVheeliflg and died ilt 
J922)Bisltop J. O'Connell of Richmond, former rector of the CatiJolic 
[J"iversity� Bishop Keily of Savanah, Archbishop JallSeltns of iVeu' Orleans alld 
abo}'€ all our vener·uled and well beloved Car.lbral James Gibbons-names of 
Jf·hiclt to be proud Oil tlte Rostrum afolli'little churclt_ 

It should be noted that Lavalette Lewis. grandrlaughter of \\'i.ltiarn L:/lH\ Lewis, 
m<llTied Professnj" Jarvis Keily, brother of Bishop Keiley of Savannh. \Vhen 
Coralie Lewis died on October 26, 1966. the estnte passed to the Keiley children 
W�l() induded Phillip <'rnd Madeline Keiley. Their SOil in l!]w :md daughter, Mr 
al�d tvtrs. Jack (Lynn) Spe1lman still live in S\veel Springs and admtnister what is 
left of the estate and Lynn re"rnains active in St. John's and St. Chal"les Borromeo 

i Chm-ches. . 

1976-1983: Restoration Begun 

In 1976, the heirs of the Lewis' approached the pastor of Whi te Sulphur Springs, 
r'athe\- John 1. O'Reilly. to see about disposing of the church building, which had 

. not been lIsed for services since the mid-1960's. Fathel' O' Reilly approached 
. Bishop Hodges, who was surprised to discover that there was a chapel 'in Sweet 

Springs which went back to the origins of the diocese. He was further sUJ1Idsed to 
discover that the diocese did not own it. He began immediate plans to acquire the 
property fl'om t11e Keiley's and Spellman's, which was done in 1977., through 
Pather O'Reilly. 



In that same year, the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate were offered the 
opportunity to place a resi.dent priest in Monroe County. who would be the first 
resident priest since the 1870's. Father James MacGee, O.M.I., settJed in af St. 
Andrew's House in Union which Father Edward McDonald, the pastor of 
Ronc.everte, had purchased. Bishop Hodges directed Father MacGee to supet'Vlse 
the restoration of SL .John·s and Father MacGee secured the help of two local 
contractors. Mr. Richard Mundell of Greenville and �1r. Barry Rrupp orUnion. 

It should be en,pha!;ized that services fo!- Catholics never stopped m r..-1onroe 
County, and at S\.vect. Springs it.self. The past6rs of Ronceverte and V/hite Slllphur 
Springs came regularly to the Rowan Home (the former resort) in Sweet Springs to 
offer Mass for the eJJc-rly -residents. and extend pastoral care. Tv.:o nuns of .h¢ 
Congregation of the Daughters of the Holy Spirit, Sisters Alice Chicoine and 
Judith Kenhal't, and a laywoman, Annabel Edwal'ds, established a center for 

uattered women i.n one of the Rowan Home buildings, workmg in this way under 
the auspices of the Family Refuge Center of Lewlsburg. Sr. Judith did much of 
the iniLial worI< in recording the following strLtctural changes which Mundell ano 
RllPP made in the Chapel. The three women left in June of 1982. 

Sometirne about 1914. and also about 1950, extensive remodeling was done to the 
cha-pe1. A false ceiling had been put ln, with jacks -in the roof. Mun<lell and Rupp 

removed the false cei1ing� and portion of the top section of the wall. In his work of 
restoration, Munnell rliscovered the originai stencil designs in the unpainted 
portion of the top section of the ·wall. In hi.s wOt'k of restoration. he catefuHy 
extended the stencil� to where they probably were in the original church A llew 
Toof had to be put 011, and exteTlsiye Tepairs done to the tower, The building had 
never been wired, so' electricity was installed. 

During a presentation at St, Charles (White Sulphur Sprlngs) Pal'ish Association, 
June 21. 1978. which received extensive coverage in the 10cal new8p3pcrs, 
Mundell-discoveTed that local Bl��k people .had passed on the story 'Of a leper 

residing in one of the roomS over the sanctuary. He had probably been given 
hospitality there by the Lewis family. 

Because of its wooden floors. the Zenith Dance Theatre. undcl the diH�ctJOll of 
Carli Mareneck. llsed the Chapel dunng this time. 

Re�toration Completed: 1982-R3 

Vv'hcn Father Hany "Winter, O.l'vLl., was assigned as pastor on Septemhcl l, 1982, 
11e was urged by diocesan architect Don Morris and historian Father John 

McDon-fleH to fimsh the rest·::::ration as quick1y as possi111e. Several V1SitS by both 

l'athcr t,,\cDonneH and } . .'h, }.,,{CTT1S Tesul1..eo in ph:-:s to lTIstaH de.:.tTi-c. ne:a'\.E'Ys. R1C'1l 
Mundell unilertook the major rewiring needed, and finjshed insulating the 
bullding. He rcpait ed completely the walls of the two downstajrs sacristies and in 

repairing the upstairs rooms, left many of the "graffiti" from early in the century', 

and pre.Gerved the chimney hole where the stove was for use of the leper. 

Shenandoah Studios of Stained Glass in Front Roya1, Va .• completely seaJed the 

wlnrlows with thell' Lexan coveTlng, thus safeguarding especially the beautiful 

j window in the choir loft. over the main door. (This window's glass may be 
j original to the building; its simple lines are almost certainly odginaL) 

T!i.e reed Of'gart(hannonium) originally built in Staunton. Va .• in 1910 by W\¥ 

PLltnam and Co. Was still playable. Daniel E. BiCkel, who had worked, on.the ne\v 

organ at Sacred Heart Church, Bluefield� comp1etely restored this inslrl.lmen�"at his 

studio in Edinbp�'o. P'i" A sign-was designed by E.dward Hel'man of Unio�. and is 
b_ein¥_�I�st�,l.I�� ,?��,,�hC?l"Oa��._� 



«((The I n [onnatioJI pn!SeJited Uws tar Uas been repnnteu lI-om UI� 
RededicatiQl1 Mass, St. JQlw"'� Catholic Chapel� a booklet i n  Ute library of 
GI-eenbder Community College in Lewisbul-g. Cr�dit is giv�n in the booklet 
"To histo d ans Virginia J\'lason� Haskell Shum ate, Marty Danks, l\-lr. and Mrs. 
H enry Ba kel-, and 1\1rs. Stewart (Pollyanna) Ross fo r the time they spent 
,-ecoverin g some of the rapidly di.sappeadng story or�the Lewjs family and St. 
John's Chapel; To Carol Duffy for her many hours organizing and typing thb 
pl"o g r a m ;  .. . To IVlrs. l\-1ichele Hallis fo r the artwork :adornlng'the cover af oul' 
progJ-am; . . •  "))) 

Shce its Reded i cation Mass on April 1 7 ,  1983, the ChapeJ ""'as u�ed for Mass each 
Saturday at 6 p.m. for the year:::; of service to the Monroe County PaTish by I'ather 
Harry Winters and since {hen was closed as a Church and is a chapel in the Parish 
of St. Charles BOlTomeo Church, Whi1e Su1phur Springs. 

Father WintelS also undel taok the restoration of the Oliginal Catnoljc( cemetery 
whi .. :.h is located on the knoll behinc;1 the Floyd f2mily cemetery and was, until 
1 977, the only property in lvionroe County, o'Wned by the Diocese of vv'-hee!ing­

Charles tOil. The AlJeghany Highlands Council 8689 Knighl<> of Columbus and St. 
Andrews in UnIon and the no"W closed St. Peters in Petersto wu. helped finance the 
restO l atio,l. 

each l\1!'IT1<:nial Day at 5 p.m., the Alleghany H"ighhmos Counc.il 8689 Kni'!;,hts of 
COIUllibus has a Mass UJ Conllllunion Service and a Rosary for the intentions of 
the l i v i n g  and dead of St.  John's and those bUTied in the old anu new cemeteries. 
A Mass observing the Qu'incelltenmal of Ch,.istopher Columbus in 1 992 was held 
in St. John's  under the sponsorship of the Knights of Columbus and v.t1th Father 
Nguye.n Ngoc That Son who had seTVed the Monroe County Padsh while still in 
the selllinal Y, as the celebrant. 

. 

Much credit fOJ' the maintenance and use uf St. John's Chapel must go toShiriey 
and the 1ate Teu Urice who lived next OOOT to the Chu.ch and who operated 
Turtle Cleek Indian Gallery. They seemeo to be al ways on call for St. John 's. 
Shirley and Lynn (Mrs. Jack) and her daughter, lackie, Spell man are the maih 
rncmbers left to be active in the Chapel. Recognition must also be given Sister 
M o"y Bauer. S.S.J. , pastora1 coord\natoy for the St. Andrews Catholic Parish, for 
always bcmg willing to help. 

Tidbits i n  th e History 

Edv.t
,
ard _Kennan ""'as an early Catholi c  settler jn Monroe County and in 1785, gave 

the
. 

land for buildlllg of Old Rehoboth IAethod:st Church, IJOW a museum neal 
UnIOn aJld Rehoboth is the oldest Methodist Church v.-esl of the Alleghan ies. 

011 on� of his. trips to �weet Sp,.·jngs. Bishop Whelan, fh"st bishop of the Diocese of 
Wheeling, saId Mass 11"> Mud 1 unne1 on the C & 0 Rai lroad near Callaghan. Va_, and "w�s very glad fOJ" the place to have 1vlass!' Mud Tunnel is vis1ble from 
III terstate 64 b etv'¥'een Callaghan and Covington, Va. 
Iii hono:- of tile Monroe County Bi centennial. the Atteghany. Highlands Council 8�89 Knigbt:; of Columbu� hosted its annual rV1otorcycle Poker Run fOT Charity lNlth a nlostly Monroe County route, inc1uding passing Sc Juhn's Chap�l; 
sponsored the Mem�ria J  Day Communjon Service and Rosary at St. John's; set-ve as hosts fer the Historic Sites tOUT at St. John's and plesent thi� shoft history of the 
Cllape1. 

To h.elp u s  recover and discover- and deepen our roots, any g.-oup or parish wishIng to visit St. John's Ch apel may do so by contacting th e In-iest at St. 
Charles Borromeo Church, White Sulphur Spri ngs, 304-536-1 813. 



Traditfomilly the Feast< of the Assumption ·
Mass .at St. John's was f"ollowed by an 

ice creaTn social and. f01· as much as possible, the Urice's and the Spel lman 's have 
continued that observance with the cooperation of the priests at St. Charles 
Borronleo, the meTTlbers of St. Andrew's in Union and St. Peter's in Peterstown 
and the Alleghany Highlands Council 8689 Knights of Columbus. 

The Alleghany .Highlands Council is cUl�'ently worki ng on having a h i ghway 

marker placed for St. John 's Chapel . noting that it is the oldest, continuously used 
Catholic Church i n  \Vest Virginia. 

Any donation o f  historic material or money for maintaining St. John's Chapel is 
welcome and should be mailed by St. CharJes BOlTorneo Catholic Church, Box 
598, White Sulphur Springs, WV 24986 where a fund for st. John 's is 
administered by the resident priest. 

Any praise for this Chapel and it being opened for vi s i tation . give God the 
glory . . . any complaints. let the Knights of Columbus members know. 

For your safety, the upstairs rOOITIS over the sacristy are not 
open for visitation, n o r- the stai rlvay leading to them. 

A RIURF DESCRIPTION O F  THE LE\VIS FA I\llLY AND OLl) CATIIOLlC 
Cl£1\1ETERIES, S\VF.F.T SPRINGS, 'VV 

On the knoll above the Lewis mansion of Lyn nside, across the mad [I-om S L  
10hn ' s  Cathol lc Chapel,  two vel-y unique cemeteries lie side by side . Slaves, hi5h 
imnligrantst Bnd the very ·influential Lewis family rest ill peace in the same 
blWyi11g ground. 

THE LE\VIS FAl\1 ILY CEMETERY 
The front one-third (about .3 acres) of the burying ground is the Lewis fam i 1 y  

cemetel"y. 
Graves of/he Lewis family. and Gov. and Airs. Joh n  Floyd: 

The most logical place to start a visit is at the l arge: triangulal' stone cairn over 
the graves of Wi l l iam Le"Wi� ( 1 724-1 8 1 1 )  and his wife Ann M ontgomery ( 1 7 3 7 -

1 808). This monument was erected b y  [he l a s t  Lewis t o  l i v e  a t  Lynnside, Miss 
Coralie LewlS ( 1 8 8 1 -1 966). She died before she "Was abl e to have the names 
placed on the cain); you will notice a rectan gular space where the inscription is 
supposed to be. \Villianl Lewis was a brother of Andrew Lewis of Point Pleasant 
fame. (Mot·e d etai ls on the lives of the people h ere described are available in the 
histOlY hooklet St. 10hn's Catholic Chapel, below): 

Coming towards the [I-ont of the cemetel"y one finds a large stone slah 36 inches 

wide, 2 inches thick and 68 inches long, covering the: grave of Vlilliam's famolls 
son, lohn. The slab-l eads: 

Here 1. i  .. the r ema.i.ns c �  
JOfrn - LF.W1:S 

Son 00 1'.  Wm Lewis '" Ann Montgmn."':;y ..,he wa� bDrn i.n August J. 7 5 <1 ,  
and <H.ed a t  the S w t .  Spr1.ngs June S ,  1 8 2 3 .  
H e  was a man of nob1a na.ture, stern inte.grit.y. 

��it,�o���:;�.,� ��r�a�;'i�����s�d:�d,",��: f:d. .. 
n.d " 

as ... V a .  ol:t:ic&.c he :tought bra'U"e.ly the batt;i.es 
o t:  Er .. ndvwine, Honrnouth, ana with .... ho[\\. 
he pa", .. ed the wi.nter o� � 7 7 7  at Val l ey rorge . 
He "'as the grandson of Joh.n Lew1.s, th .. p1.one@I:: 
a t.:  Augu"ta Co. and :in hi.,. day "; qenerati.on d:!..d nob.l", 
ser ...... ic .. in e:5t�i:5hin.g upon a solid .b .. ",@s the Lihe:c 
tLe" of the country lie had cDntributed �o .lsrg .. .l y  ih 
rescb.1.ng· .from a ", ... "age fa... . 
nL3 wi.:f" Mary Pre.:5t:on who was born 1.n 1 1 7 6  .. d: .... d 
Feb. 4 1821 is here bur1.ed by his sidQ_ 
Th1.s monument: was erected in 1858 py their descen 
dan!: ... t.o collllne:morate the1.r v:irtue�' " as ... 9r ... t .. :('u1. 
recognition of the II\t!!rcy of Good to... t.t'..e seed 0:1: the 
rigli.t:eous _ 



dl essed concrete. six feet long� three feet wide and four inches lhick. It reads: 
JOHN FLOYD/TWICE GOVERNOR OF VIRG1NIA/AN APOSTLE OF 
SECESSION/AND THE FATHER OF/THE OREGON COill,'lTRYlDlED AUG. • . 
2 1 , 1 837. 

His wife is buried by his side, On Aug. 1 5. 1 990. the Most Reverend Bernard 
Schmitt dedicated the marker over Letitia Preston Floyd's grave (which had been 
unmarked). The slab ,-eads: LET1TIA PRESTON FLOYD/WIFE OF GOVERNOR 
JOHN FLOYD/M OTHER OF GOVERNOR JOHN BUCHANAN 
FLOYD/AUTHOR AND EDUCATOR/DIED DEC. 1 2, 1 852. : 

Theil" oldest daughter, Letitia Floyd, became the third wife of John Lewis' son 
Wllliam Lynn. Letitia (1 8 1 4-1886) and William Lynn (1199-'1869) are buried in 
front of the gl aves of the governor and his wife. Letitia and William Lynn brought 
the estate to its greatest splender, in the years just before the Ciyil War. 

Letitia's sister, Eliza Lavalette Floyd (d. 9/12/1887) manied Georg� Frederick 
Holrnes (1 820-97) who later bccarne a prominent professor at the University of 
Virg1l1ia. l'vfarkers for the ir graves are just behind Governor Floyd's. 

One Lewis stone (Mary Fox. daughter of Pat Fox. and Sarah L.ewis, d_ 
7/29/1 869) and one 5tone almost jllegible have tIle vey old style of printing, The 
Lewis-Fox stone is isolated, in the front left hand side; the other stone is on the 
l i ght  hallu side, near the Rowan Obelisk (see below) T11e other: stone currently lies 
flat" 

The Graves a/the Black Families 
A large stone marker a few feet 11.) the right of JUhll Lewi'�' marker is inscribed 

F A1TBFU L SLAVES TO M & DINAH DIED A"D, 1 800. These were probably the 
house slaves of -'Wilham Lewis. 

It is cel tain that after the Civil War. other black fa.rniHes wel"C buried here. The 
Woodville's, for example, (see below), employed a black -servant girl, one of 
whose infal)t  g\andchild\ cn is bmied hel"e. 

Oeiter Families 
The mal'kers to Dennis Stack (behind the Lewis') and the Rowan Family (a 

short obdisk in fwnt of Tom and Djnah's markez) are also historjcally interesting. 
The utltnarkeJ grave of Letitia Preston Floyd and Frederick Osbome (d, 7/2/1 933) 
i s  v is ibl e asa shallow depression in front and to the right of Gov. Floyd 's marker. 
Her daughler, Letitia Preston Osborne Randa11 Lajscr� was a :relluwlled traveller 
and authOl. 

Flom June 1 1 - 1 6. 1990, archaeologist Kenneth Robinson confirmed the 
locations of the graves or the governor and his wife, and carefully supervised the 
constJ uclion of the marker over Mrs, Floyd ' s  grave. He also us�d a probe to venfy 
the location of many unmarked graves, placing markers on them (Robinson, 
1 988b). ' 

THE OLD CA THOLIC CEMETERY 
Behmd the gl aves or the Holmes family stands a large o�k tree, Run a line 

d i rectly through the tree, across the width of the {!emetery ; and you have the 
boundaTY ime of the Old Catholi c Cemetery. Approximately ,89 acres were 

obtained by Bishop Kain in 1 882 [01" this cemetery, Until st. Andrc\-v's Church in 

UllJOn was established in 1977. this cemetery was the only property in the county 
owned by (he Catholic Church. CSt. John's C}wpeJ was purchased from fhe Lewis 
heirs only in 1 977) 

Irish and Germon Families 
Attracted by jobs building the lrunpikes and railroads, many Irish Catholics 

<;; ame tQ the Sweet Springs area in the car1y 1 800's. A scattering of Gennan 
Catholic families also caine. On the 1eft side of this cemetery� note the foot high 
concrete waD for tlic Cun-an family. An interesting exampJe of early 20th century 
COnCI"e(e work, the wall encloses three generaations Ofcu!Ta;t:i-. graY-?5; "  . 

Thanks to the ,'esearch of Ja.mes L. Smith ofOceallside, CA"; iido his· ancestors 
John Djllon (born 1 820":21) and Mary Ryan (b01TI 1 83Q-3 1 )� 'Ye, have extensive 
genealogical chart of one Irish- famBy b"uried""io'"the 'Old Catholic CeITletery. 
Among their de:>cendanU! are Father Paul Hickey of tHe Dioces e of Wheeling­
Charleston. and Sisten MaTY Claire SSJ. Qf the Sisters of St. Joseph, Wheeling. 

The Hogan marker is precious tG descendant Bob Neligan of North Carolina, 
nih .... h ... lnpn 11<:1 "ht::l.in th� ... �r.vice"" of Kenneth Robinson. 



Woodville-Ferguson Families 
One f"ami1y of weal th and power. who are buried in both cemeteries, are the 

Woodville's. Dr. James .Lewis Woodville (1 820-1 904) was the gl-e at grandson of 
William Lewisj  his l arge· estate near Sweet Springs , GTen Cary, probably rivalled · 
the Lew is' Lynnside. He and his wife Mary Breckini"jdge ( 1 8 3 1 -83) are buried 

with several other Woodvilles at the back of the Old Catholic Cemetery. Cary 
BI·eckinridge Woodvil1e and his wife Sarah Lewis are buried in the Lewis Family 
Cemetery, Dl'. Ferguson. M.D. roamed a Woodvil l e ;  he owned the home to the 
north of the Chapel, Melrose. 

Thanks to a descendant, Jane Flaherty Wells of Hunti ngton . WV, we have a 
thorou gh history or the Woodville's, thei r connections to the Lewis' and P reston's 
and their relationship to the Episcopal and Catho lic Churches . 

A CKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Madeleine Keiley. ·wife ·of Lewis lIescendant Phil ip KeiIey, fum ished much 

information and encouragen1cnt •. especially in 1985� She died · ill  1 997 and is 
burled in the Lewis Family Cemetery_ A special thanks also to (he Monl o e 
County Historical Society. without whose encouragement this cpuld not liave bel:en 
written . Tl1e late Haske)) Shumate and lzzy McCoy were most helpful ""Hh Letitia 
PJ cston Osbourne. 

Kenneth Robinson began probing and restoring the burial ground fTom Sept 
27-0ct. 1 �  1 988, locating sume 20 unmarked graves in the Old Catholic Cemetery, 
and marking them. His Map alld Key (see below) gives a total of 165 graves in 
both cemeteries, with lOS n amed and 5 I unnaTTlcd, as of 1 990. 

Sometime aftet· Wotld War I, another cemetery was begun, just behind the 
Chapel .  It has been nante "The New CathoHc Cemetery . "  There is a very old and 
his tori'c cemetery just to the len of the Andrev.' Rowan Horne (the old Sweet 
Spt ings Resort). It contains some fami l ies who have also bUI ied i n  our cemete l ies,  
e.g. Worsharns. One m a y  enter the main entrance of the Rowan horne prope.rty 
and fo llow the access roads to the left, to reach t11c cemetery, know locally as the 
Sweet Springs Cemetery. The Monroe County Historical Soc-iety i� working on 
listing of al l the cemetie5 in the county. 

FOR FURTJIF:R INFORMATION 
For comtnents regarding the Old Cathol ic Cemetery, see the Pastor, St. Charles 

BOl'romeo Chul'cH, White Sulphur Springs. WV. For comments regarding the 
Lewis Family Cemetery, see Mrs. Jack (Lynn) Spellman, Sweet Springs, WV. 

F i rst edition of thi s ' description. spring 1 98 6 ; -s econd edi tion , fal l ,  1 999 , Kindly 
distributed by the Al leghany Highlands Cou nel l 8689 Knights of Co l umbus and 
authoTed by Father Harry E. Winter, O_M.l. 

FO\{ FURTHER READING 
Cowell. Mark W. 1r. and others, The FamilY of John Lewis P i on eer 

(San An tonio. Tx: Fisher Publications, lnc.) 1985. 
CI"OWSOll, B.T., " George Frederick Ho lmes ," Virginia Cavalade, SpJ·ing, 

1 968, pp. 1 8-29 
Robinson, Kenneth W., Archaeological InvesliagJltiol1 at the O l d  Cathol ic 
Ce[!letery Sweet Splings WV 1 988a . 1 6  pp.� copy un file a t  SL Andlew's,  

U n i o n ,  VVV. 
Robinson, Kenneth W. Archaelogical Investigation of the Gov.�rn.o.r...El..Q. 

and Letitia Preston Floyd G'-aves Sweet Sm·iugs WV 1 985l"? (3.2. pa.ges o r  
text, 1 1  o f  photos. and diagrams, showing the fasci"nating- story of.c<:tref"tll 
rf'!siOlation in both c;:emeteri es. dated Feb. 15�. 1 9.£ �.I':.�qpi�.Qn._ fJ�:�f�J.;·�� 1,:" ' 
Andrew·s. Un-1Qn _ 

. . , . .. ,  ' . -- . " 

Robjnson. Kenneth W .• Old Catholic and Lewis Family Cemetery. Map and 

Key SurrJ11e.r....l22Q showing all graves, marked and unmarked, 4 pp_Copies 

on file, St. Andrew' s. Union, WV. · ·  
Winter. Han'y E., «Letitia Preston Floyd--Pioneer Catholic Feminist,: 9 pp-. 
1990, copes on file, St. Andrew's Union, WV. 
Winter� Han"), E., St. John 's Cathol ic Chapel Sweet Springs WV (ed. 
Michael WHlHmls) 1999. dlstributed by the Al1eghany Highlands Council 
8689, Knights of Columbus. 8pp. . 
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